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sraeli Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu is undertaking a 
fence-mending visit to the 
United States amid signs that 
even some usually support-

ive Americans are losing patience 
with the actions and attitudes of his 
right-wing government.

As well as meeting US President 
Barack Obama for the first time 
since he very publicly attempted 
to undermine Obama’s efforts to 
secure a nuclear deal with Iran, 
Netanyahu is also addressing a lib-
eral think-tank on November 10th 
linked to the Democratic Party.

The decision by the Center for 
American Progress to host the event 
at Israel’s behest has been criticised 
by some US liberals who fear it of-
fers Netanyahu a forum to white-
wash his government’s record.

Personal relations between 
Obama and Netanyahu soured, not 
only over the nuclear agreement 
but also over his hostility towards 
the creation of a Palestinian state 
and his high-handed treatment of 
the head of state of Israel’s biggest 
ally.

In March, Netanyahu bypassed 
the White House in accepting an 
invitation from Republicans to ad-
dress the US Congress about the 
dangers of the Iran deal. House mi-
nority leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
called the speech insulting and 
condescending.

However, Obama played down 
the rift, telling a major Jewish-
American forum that the split over 
Iran would soon die down. “We’re 
all pro-Israel. We’re all family,” he 
assured the Conference of Presi-
dents of Major American Jewish Or-
ganisations and the Jewish Federa-
tions of North America.

In terms of overall US public 
opinion, the Obama-Netanyahu 
frostiness has failed to make much 
of a dent in the generally unswerv-
ing American support for Israel. A 
Gallup poll indicated Netanyahu’s 
approval rating among Americans 
rose just ahead of his controversial 
speech to Congress.

What has changed, however, is 
the readiness of some normally pro-
Israeli voices to speak out against 
Netanyahu over his government’s 
treatment of the Palestinians and 
his own more extreme pronounce-
ments.

His attempt to depict the wartime 
mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-
Husseini, as having inspired Hitler 
to wipe out Europe’s Jews, back-
fired both in the United States and 
at home, where it was ridiculed by 
leading historians and denounced 
by Holocaust survivors.

The New York Times, which Pal-
estinian critics consider biased to-
wards Israel, weighed in with an 
editorial that described Netanya-
hu’s claim as “outrageous”. Seeking 
a motive, the Times wrote: “Netan-
yahu’s evident intent was to drive 
home the idea that the current 
wave of violence has been incited 
by Palestinian leaders.”

On the face of it, the Israeli prime 
minister was engaging in the same 
kind of incitement that he accuses 
the Palestinian leadership of em-
ploying.

There have been other indi-
cations of unease about Israel’s 
rightward drift, both in the media 
and among Jews and non-Jews in 
the United States. In October, the 
Washington Post gave commentary 
space to academics Steven Levitsky 
and Glen Weyl to state what they 
described as a Zionist case for boy-
cotting Israel.

Adopting an analogy that once 
was taboo in the US media, they 

linked Israeli policy to that of apart-
heid-era South Africa. “As hap-
pened in the cases of Rhodesia and 
South Africa, Israel’s permanent 
subjugation of Palestinians will 
inevitably isolate it from Western 
democracies,” they asserted. “Not 
only is European support for Israel 
waning, but also US public opinion 
— once seemingly rock solid — has 
begun to shift as well, especially 
among millennials. International 
pariah status is hardly a recipe for 
Israel’s survival.”

Elsewhere, an article in the ven-
erable Jewish-American journal 
Forward revealed the extent of 
funding from groups in the United 
States to support settlement expan-
sion in Arab East Jerusalem, under 
the headline Are American donors 
helping to fuel Jerusalem tensions 
with settler push?

If there is indeed the possibility 

of encouraging even a small shift in 
US opinion, how is the Palestinian 
lobby poised to exploit it?

Sam Bahour, an American-Pales-
tinian businessman and commen-
tator based in the West Bank, says 
that the Palestinians have made 
huge strides in advancing their case 
internationally through diplomacy 
and campaigning. Writing in For-
ward, he stated: “Today, after years 
of developing effective non-violent 
tools to resist the occupation… 
Palestinians have built a solidar-
ity movement that can be found in 
every corner of the globe.”

He acknowledged, however, that 
efforts to change public opinion 
had been toughest in the United 
States because of widespread igno-
rance about the true nature of the 
situation.

“For the average American citi-
zen, in 2015, to still view Palestin-

ians as creatures from Mars, their 
all-too-human desperation seen 
without any historic context and in-
dependently of any relation to the 
Israeli military occupation which 
runs their lives, is no longer accept-
able,” he wrote. “The American ed-
ucation system and media must do 
better, for the sake of us all.”

So, it may be too early for Pales-
tinians to celebrate the emergence 
of a more balanced view of the con-
flict among Americans. But, with 
the unwitting help of Netanyahu, at 
least some of them may be thinking 
twice about their unquestioning 
support of Israel.
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Israeli border police check Palestinians’ identification cards at a checkpoint in East Jerusalem.
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Israelis and Palestinians enter uncharted territory

I
t is time to hold a funeral for 
the two-state solution. 
Actually, the two-state 
solution has been a fantasy 
for some time, a virtually 
meaningless trope that 

means whatever one wants it to 
mean.

The following people and or-
ganisations have expressed public 
support for the two-state solution: 
Binyamin Netanyahu, Mahmoud 
Abbas, the Arab League, the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC), J Street (the 
more liberal US Jewish lobbying 
group), the Arab American Insti-
tute and Noam Chomsky.

Clearly, if such a diverse group 
profess to agree on the same 
thing, they cannot possibly share 
an understanding of what that 
thing is. In this sense, the two-
state solution isn’t dead, it never 
was, because there never was 
any consensus on what the term 
meant.

So cancel that funeral — we 
don’t hold funerals for fantasies.

If you disavow the two-state 

solution, most people assume you 
support a one-state solution. But 
that term is equally vague. For 
extremists on both sides, the one-
state solution means the physical 
removal of either Jews or Pales-
tinians and the establishment of 
an ethnically “pure” theocratic 
Muslim or Jewish state. For well-
meaning idealists, it means creat-
ing a secular, multi-ethnic liberal 
democracy, as exists in the United 
States.

If you hope to see this kind of 
one-state solution come to frui-
tion, then you should exercise and 
eat well because you will need to 
live for a very long time.

In between these extremes are 
various technocratic definitions 
of one state, most resembling a 
Swiss model, with semi-sovereign 
cantons and a shared federal gov-
ernment. This definition is only 
slightly less likely to see the light 
of day as is the idealists’ vision.

There is another one-state 
model: In this, Jewish Israelis 
have almost complete monopoly 
over all aspects of political and 
economic power in the area west 
of the Jordan river, including 
Gaza, and coercive power as well 
as control over land, resources 
and freedom of movement. This 
one-state model is not a mere 
proposal or fantasy. It is the reality 
— and one that is becoming more 
entrenched every day.

Of the roughly 12.5 million 

people who live west of the Jordan 
river, just more than 6 million are 
Israeli Jews. You need only a cur-
sory knowledge of history to know 
that, in the long run, the current 
one-state structure is unsustain-
able. The recent unrest in Jerusa-
lem and Hebron was a reminder of 
this and more reminders will be 
coming. You can bet on it — if you 
enjoy betting on human tragedy.

These reminders most likely will 
take the form of the recent unrest: 
not an organised intifada (the 
Palestinian political leadership is 
too divided and weak to orches-
trate that) but rather sporadic, 
insensate violence committed 
by “lone wolves”. Israel’s retali-
ation will follow its usual policy 
of disproportion. The “lone wolf” 
phenomenon will be adopted by 
Israeli settlers and vigilantes and 
the Israeli state will do little to 
rein them in.

Leftist and secular Israelis will 
continue to emigrate — to Silicon 
Valley, New York, Los Angeles, 
Berlin. They may retain dual 
citizenship and vote in Israeli 
elections but otherwise they will 
turn their backs on the disaster 
that will come. Israel will become 
increasingly dominated by ultra-
Orthodox Jews (who have a very 
high birth rate) and ethno-nation-
alists. The 1.7 million Palestinian 
citizens of Israel will become more 
and more alienated from the state 
that regards them as second-class 

citizens at best and as an ethnic 
group to be “cleansed” at worst.

At some point, an Israeli leader 
will use the state’s overwhelming 
coercive power to remove Pales-
tinians from East Jerusalem, using 
security as a justification and 
possibly from other parts of Israel, 
such as the Galilee. Israel will 
expand its barrier wall project, 
initiated by Ariel Sharon, and an-
nex large parts of the West Bank, 
leaving the Palestinians to stew in 
rage on the other side of the wall. 
Israel will become a modern-day, 
high-tech, heavily armed Jewish 
ghetto. Extremist groups through-
out the region will have a recruit-
ing bonanza.

If this scenario comes to pass, 
how will Palestinians and other 
Arabs respond — if a viable re-
sponse is even possible, given the 
lack of strong leadership among 
Palestinians and in the broader 
Arab world? Will the United States 
continue to support Israel and ac-
cept its justifications? Will Europe 
do more than express outrage? 
Can the United Nations do any-
thing given the US veto on the UN 
Security Council?

But more urgently, is it too late 
to prevent this scenario?
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