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T 

he humiliating defeat 
of al-Nour, practically 
Egypt’s sole remaining 
Islamist political party, in 
the first phase of parlia-

mentary elections is giving analysts 
insight into what may be ahead for 
political Islam in general.

The Salafist party, which, accord-
ing to senior member Shaaban Ab-
del Aleem, campaigned to control 
one-quarter of the 598-seat parlia-
ment in the elections, could be lim-
ited to ten seats in the first phase, 
which covered 14 of the country’s 
27 provinces.

While almost half of the seats of 
parliament are up for grabs in the 
elections’ second phase, set for late 
November in the remaining 13 prov-
inces, al-Nour isn’t expected to fare 
any better.

“Egyptians have already discov-
ered the reality of these parties, 
which use the Islamic religion to 
make political gains,” said Nabil 
Naeem, a jihadist-turned-anti-polit-
ical Islam campaigner. “This is why 
al-Nour will not make major gains in 
the second phase of the elections.”

The party, which emerged in 2011 
and was a close ally of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, has been the target of 
a fierce media campaign equating it 
with extremism.

Sticking to a strict interpretation 

of Islam, al-Nour also gave Egyp-
tians reasons to fear it. It did not al-
low its female candidates to uncov-
er their faces. It also said a woman 
— even if she is a member of parlia-
ment — should not make her voice 
heard to non-relative males.

Al-Nour chief Younis Makhyoun 
recently said Christians should not 
run for public posts. Before him, 
party preachers, such as Yasser Bor-
hami, who acts as spokesman of the 
Salafist Call, the movement that 
founded the party, said Muslims 
should not congratulate Christians 
on their religious holidays.

Al-Nour also faces legal challeng-
es since the Egyptian constitution 
bans political parties formed along 
religious lines. Egypt’s courts are 
expected to consider lawsuits de-
manding the party be disbanded.

Egyptian analysts say, however, 
that the disintegration of al-Nour, 
will lead to the demise of political 
Islam in Egypt.

“This is a testing time for political 
Islam in general,” Khaled Okasha, 
director of local think-tank Security 
and Strategic Studies Centre, said. 
“After the disappearance of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, the weaken-
ing of al-Nour shows that political 
Islam is in for bleak experiences in 
the future.”

The Muslim Brotherhood, which 
emerged as a charity-educational 
group in 1927, has been the target 
of a government crackdown since 
2013. The movement used to be the 
strongest Islamist organisation in 
Egypt.

However, the crackdown, which 
led to most Brotherhood leaders be-
ing jailed, face death or leave Egypt 
altogether, has reduced the Broth-
erhood’s power on the streets to 
nothing.

Should al-Nour collapse, experts 
say, nothing will be left of political 
Islam in Egypt.

This may be a major shift in 
Egypt’s internal politics in general, 
one that can reverberate across the 
region.

Egypt, a predominantly Muslim 
country, can take credit for invent-
ing political Islam. The Muslim 
Brotherhood has been inspiring 
Islamist organisations across the 
world from Jamaa Islamiya, which 
claimed responsibility for the as-
sassination of Egyptian president 
Anwar Sadat, to al-Qaeda, which is 
headed by Ayman al-Zawahiri, an 
Egyptian doctor.

Okasha says Egypt is a contagious 
country in political terms.

“This means that the collapse of 
political Islam in it can reverberate 
in other Arab countries,” he said.

Political Islam has started to wane 
in almost all Arab countries, includ-
ing Libya, Tunisia and Yemen, ac-
cording to Okasha.

In Egypt, al-Nour leaders are call-
ing on President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
to intervene to prevent the disin-
tegration of the party and stop the 
media campaign against it.

After all, al-Nour was one of the 
political parties that supported 
Sisi’s ouster of Brotherhood-affili-
ated president Muhammad Morsi 
in July 2013 and backed Sisi in the 
presidential election in 2014. It was 
abandoned by a large number of its 
members and fellow Islamists as a 
result.

As he cracked down on the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, Sisi courted al-

Nour, spoke well of it and invited 
its head to meetings with political 
leaders to, observers say, not give 
the impression that he is against po-
litical Islam in general.

But now, al-Nour’s influence 
seems to be curtailed or this is at 
least what some of Egypt’s Islamist 
analysts say.

“The government courted al-
Nour at an exceptional juncture that 

coincided with Morsi’s ouster,” Is-
lamist analyst Negeh Ibrahim said. 
“But the same government does not 
seem to be ready to trust these Is-
lamists any more, regardless of the 
loyalty they demonstrate or the hu-
miliation they sustain as a result of 
supporting this government.”

Amr Emam is a Cairo-based 
contributor to The Arab Weekly.
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Electoral failure. Salafists attend a campaign rally of the Al-Nour 
party in Alexandria, Egypt, in October.

This may be a major 
shift in Egypt’s 
internal politics in 
general, one that can 
reverberate across 
the region.

Egypt vote result could signal 
demise of political Islam

News & Analysis Egypt

“Egyptians have 
already discovered 
the reality of these 
parties, which use 
the Islamic religion 
to make political 
gains.”

This is not the Egyptian people’s parliament

I
t has become clear that the 
low turnout has nothing to 
do with voter fraud. Simply 
put, Egyptians realised 
there would be no real 
elections and did not go out 

to vote.
In the past, Egyptians were re-

luctant to participate in elections, 
local or parliamentary or presi-
dential because they knew that 
the results would be tainted. They 
knew that ultimately parliament 
would be nothing more than the 
patron of the ruling regime.

This was the general view 
among an Egyptian electorate that 
had not experienced free elections 
in more than 60 years.

As for the most recent parlia-
mentary elections, it seems that 
Egyptians wanted to demonstrate 
that this has nothing to do with 
any ruling party since there are no 
longer ruling parties in Egyptian 
politics. The difference is that 
Egyptians have an instinctive 
awareness, thanks to five years of 
political storms, that elections that 
will result in no change in their 
daily reality are no elections at all.

So Egypt will now have a parlia-
ment that was voted for by no 
more than 16% of the electorate. 
How can such a parliament be 
entrusted with powers to oversee 
an executive branch headed by a 

president who swept to power 
with 96% of the vote?

What is even more strange is that 
the electoral bloc that secured the 
most seats wants to further weaken 
this already weak parliament and 
transfer much of its power to the 
presidency.

After Egypt’s revolution, the 
referendum to amend Egypt’s 1971 
constitution drew an unprecedent-
ed turnout. The difference is that 
there was hope for change and a 
genuine desire to banish the legacy 
of 30 years of political corruption 
and stagnation, as well as a belief 
that this was actually possible.

The same thing happened during 
the 2012 elections, which sim-
ply swapped the disasters of the 
former ruling National Democratic 
Party (NDP) for the disasters of the 
Muslim Brotherhood.

Even so, Egyptians in 2012 
believed in the power of change, 

despite everything that came after. 
As for the latest round of elections, 
they have not solved anything and 
will exacerbate the situation.

Some might believe that Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s only 
concern is to return to a Mubarak-
like regime. However, the reality 
is that Sisi does not want to repeat 
the mistakes of the past. At the 
same time, he does not want to see 
the return — in any way shape or 
form — of the Muslim Brotherhood.

Sisi’s problem — and this is the 
same problem Mubarak faced — 
is that he is simply incapable of 
operating as a civilian ruler; this 
is something that influences his 
politics and his economic and secu-
rity policies. In spite of this, there 
are major differences between the 
Mubarak and Sisi eras.

Mubarak possessed an army of 

bureaucrats and businessmen who 
were able, despite their corrup-
tion, to do what he asked of them, 
namely administer the country and 
ensure that he remained in power. 
This approach was based on ensur-
ing that there was no real develop-
ment in Egypt, given that it was 
the status quo that allowed him to 
cling to power. In the end, Mubarak 
discovered that this could not last 
forever.

As for Sisi, his administration 
has shown no talent for choosing 
able and efficient officials, despite 
a genuine desire for development. 
Sisi is doing everything in his pow-
er, by focusing on Egypt’s economy, 
to bring about a new reality.

Sisi wants to move Egypt away 
from the hyper-political stage in 
evidence after the January 25th 
revolution to an era of no politics 
at all. Egypt’s state institutions are 
therefore seeking to expand and 
overtake everything, even parlia-
ment, which is supposed to oversee 
these very institutions.

Observers can clearly see the old 
regime is trying to reassert itself 
inside parliament and exploit the 
political stagnation to move the 
country one step back. Therefore, 
Egyptians who are supposed to be 
participating in this election — as 
voters and candidates — are now 
certain that the next parliament 
will not be their parliament.

The Egyptian parliament will 
keep on backing the president 
while the Egyptian people remain 
silently on the sidelines and no-
body knows when this will change.

Ahmed Abo Douh is an Egyptian 
writer. His article was translated 
and adapted from the Arabic. It was 
initially published by the London-
based Al Arab newspaper.
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go out to vote.

An Egyptian woman casts her ballot at a polling station in Cairo, on October 27th.


