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S 

cottish prosecutors want 
to question two men now 
jailed in Libya as suspects 
in the 1988 bombing of 
Pan Am flight 103 over 

Lockerbie, Scotland, which killed 
270 people.

All 243 passengers and 16 crew 
members were killed when a bomb 
exploded on board the Boeing 747 
as it passed over the small Scottish 
town of Lockerbie en route from 
London to New York on Decem-
ber 21st, 1988. Eleven people in 
the ground were killed by falling 
debris.

Only one man, Abdelbaset al-
Megrahi, has been convicted of in-
volvement in the bombing. He was 
released from a Scottish prison in 
2009 on compassionate grounds 
because he had prostate cancer. 
He died in 2012, with many, in-
cluding some families of victims, 
questioning his guilt.

Now Scottish and US investiga-
tors want to talk to former Libyan 
spy chief Abdullah al-Senussi and 
bomb-maker Mohammed Aboua-
jela Masud.

Senussi is imprisoned in Tripoli 
after being sentenced to death for 
his role in the killing of protesters 
during the 2011 uprising against 
despot Muammar Qaddafi

Masud, a Libyan intelligence as-
set, is also in prison in Tripoli. He 
was convicted of booby-trapping a 
political rival’s car.

Many have greeted the latest 
developments in this more than 
25-year-old case with trepidation 
but relatives of those who died in 
the bombing welcomed it, saying 
they are still waiting for justice.

‘I’m delighted they are doing 
this. We, the American families, 
have been pressing and pressing 
for the bombing to be properly 
investigated. The governments 
have been dragging their feet and 
they should have been looking for 
other people involved, because it 
wasn’t just Megrahi,” Susan Co-
hen, whose 20-year-old daughter 
was killed in the bombing, told 
ITV news.

“I’m pleased [about the identi-
fication of new suspects]. If there 
is material that shows other peo-
ple were involved then we want to 
know. We want to know who mur-
dered our families. The big but for 
us is we’re not satisfied the one 
man who was found guilty was 
in fact guilty,” said Dr Jim Swire, 
whose daughter Flora died in the 
bombing.

Megrahi claimed he was inno-
cent of the bombing, launching a 
number of appeals from behind 
bars. Megrahi’s defence team 
contended that Mohammed Abu 
Talb, an Egyptian-born militant, 
was responsible for the attack on 
behalf of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine-Gen-
eral Command. He was arrested in 
connection with the bombing, but 
released.

Speaking after the announce-
ment, former US lead investigator 
of the Lockerbie bombing Dick 
Marquise revealed that both Se-
nussi and Masud were on the radar 
of investigators during the original 
trial.

“We had Senussi as a possible 
suspect. We had heard stories that 
he was involved deeply in terrorist 
plots, but nothing specific in re-

gards to Lockerbie,” Marquise told 
The Scotsman.

As for Masud, he said: “We were 
aware of him. We believed he was 
a technician of some kind — a 
bomb builder. However, there was 
no real evidence against him other 
than that he was a bomb techni-
cian and he was on a flight with 
Megrahi… I think the prosecutors 
erred on the side of caution.”

Questions remain as to whether 

Scottish prosecutors will be able to 
indict the pair from Libya, which 
is split between two governments. 
The Islamist government of Trip-
oli, where Senussi and Masud are 
being held, is not internationally 
recognised, further complicating 
the issue.

“The Libyans have always said 
they are not going to turn over an-
yone to a foreign government. And 
it’s been 26 years. It’s too long; 

people are dead; stories have been 
forgotten,” Frank Duggan, presi-
dent of Pan Am 103 Relatives, told 
BBC Radio Scotland’s Newsdrive.

“I’d like to think that it will be 
one small measure of closure but 
I don’t expect the kind of justice 
that we all hope for,” he added.

Mahmud el-Shafey is an Arab 
Weekly correspondent in London.
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A December 1988 file photo shows Scottish rescue workers and crash investigators searching the area 
around the cockpit of Pan Am flight 103 in Lockerbie, Scotland.
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Tunis

T 

he political situation in 
Libya has become even 
more murky and confus-
ing — if that were possible 
— with the UN deadline 

for acceptance of a peace accord 
and a government of national unity 
passing without agreement.

Although it did not vote on the 
matter, the House of Representa-
tives (HoR) in Tobruk officially said 
that it would agree only to the draft 
agreement as approved on July 
11th. The rival General National 
Congress in Tripoli is demanding 
changes to the October 8th version, 
which UN envoy Bernardino Leon 
insists is final.

Leon set October 20th as the date 

by which the HoR and the GNC had 
to accept the deal. It was chosen 
because the mandate of the HoR, 
recognised internationally as Lib-
ya’s democratically elected parlia-
ment, expired October 21st.

The HoR indefinitely extended 
the mandate but, as Leon pointed 
out October 14th, various members 
of the international community 
have said they would not accept a 
unilateral decision by the HoR on 
the matter.

The result is, as Leon put it, that 
Libya was constitutionally in “lim-
bo” — at least as far as the interna-
tional community was concerned.

UN efforts to resolve the political 
crisis are not quite the smoulder-
ing ruin that they appeared to be in 
mid-October when the HoR balked 
at approving the unity government 
and the peace deal. Leon insisted 
the process would go on. He also 

claimed the majority of the Libyan 
people supported the deal, as did 
70 members of both the HoR and 
of the GNC, a number he viewed as 
probably constituting a majority in 
both bodies.

The problem, he said, was that 
members had not been allowed to 
vote, indicating, too, that the presi-
dents of the entities, Ageela Saleh 
Gwaider and Nuri Abu Sahmain, re-
spectively, might be sanctioned as 
a result. Those who had used their 
power to prevent a vote, he said, 

would be sanctioned if they contin-
ued to do so.

His claim that majorities in both 
bodies support an agreement ap-
pears to be somewhat wide of the 
mark.

The man Leon chose as one of 
the deputy prime ministers, Mis-
ratan businessman Ahmed Maetig, 
is reported to have told Leon that 
he could ensure 70 GNC members 
would back the deal. However, just 
25 members put out a statement 
agreeing to it and 24 of them re-
fused to publicly put their names 
on it for fear of reprisals. Only the 
group’s leader Abdussalam Igzeit, 
also from Misrata, did so.

Likewise, although there were 
reports on social media that 70 HoR 
members planned to complain that 
they did not have a vote, far fewer 
are reported to have done so and 
not all of them were necessarily in 

favour of the deal.
Further dialogue meetings are to 

be convened, Leon has said, and 
will involve not only Libyans in-
volved in the process but others as 
well.

They will not, however, involve 
the HoR negotiating team. It is be-
ing replaced. Nor will they involve 
Leon much longer. He is to be re-
placed at the end of October by 
German diplomat Martin Kobler.

In the meantime, the Libyan di-
vide remains with the HoR and the 
GNC operating with the govern-
ments they appointed: the HoR’s 
under Abdullah al-Thinni in Beida 
and the GNC’s under Khalifa Gh-
well in Tripoli.

Both can be counted on to con-
tinue to claim they are the legiti-
mate government — the HoR by 
reason of election and then its own 
vote to extend its mandate; the 
GNC by reason of November 2014’s 
controversial Supreme Court ruling 
that it interprets to mean that the 
HoR was annulled and it installed 
in power.

As far as the United Nations is 
concerned, neither have legitima-
cy although both will continue to 
be part of the discussions because 
they have de facto power. In reality, 
Leon has said, the only source of 
legitimacy in Libya will come from 
the deal being signed. Once it is, 
the HoR will again be the legitimate 
parliament.

The focus may now turn to mu-
nicipalities, whose democratic 
legitimacy is unquestioned. With 
the UN process looking shaky, 
plans are in hand by a number of 
Libyan political figures, acting in-
dependently of the United Nations, 
to launch a bid to come up with a 
separate political deal.

Michel Cousins is the 
editor-in-chief of the Libya Herald.
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A general view shows destroyed buildings in Libya’s eastern coastal city of Benghazi, on October 20th.
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