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I  

recently asked a former 
official of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) why the Palestinians 
don’t simply declare the 
territory they control a state 

as they have long aspired to do. 
The so-called peace talks with 
Israel aren’t going anywhere, the 
current US administration has no 
interest in trying to mediate peace 
between the two sides. And, with 
the United States out of the 
picture, there is no one else in a 
position to apply pressure on 
Israel.

“We have,” said the official. “In 
fact, we have declared Palestine a 
state on several occasions.”

And?
“No interest from the interna-

tional community.”
The Palestinians declared their 

independence in 1988. Then there 
was an attempt to be recognised 
by the UN Security Council in 
2012. However, the only state to 
emerge seems to be one of 
confusion.

The Palestinians have been 
lingering in a political twilight 
zone, wandering in international 
limbo, existing in a state of 
despair but still without a state, 
proper.

By and large this has been the 
case since 1948 when Israel was 
created and British Mandate 
Palestine ceased to exist. Along 
with the creation of the Jewish 
state came one of the world’s 
largest refugee problems and a 
political climate that would pave 
the way for the mayhem that 
permeates the region today.

What is the correlation between 
the Palestinian issue and the wars 
being waged in Syria and Iraq? A 
number of Arab leaders, such as 

Syria’s, for example, 
continued to rule through 
martial law and states of 
emergency, claiming the 
country was still at war.

The Israeli-Palestinian 
dispute has contributed 
— indirectly — to the 
precarious political 
situation that persists 
across the region. There 

was a time in the Middle East 
when the Palestinian cause was 
considered sacred to all Arabs.

That was before civil wars 

erupted in Syria, Iraq, Libya and 
Yemen — the four most pro-Pales-
tinian countries in the Arab world. 
Their preoccupation with more 
pressing matters at home further 
secluded the Palestinians in their 
quest for support as they pressed 
for statehood.

In the absence of the state, the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) is 
supposed to rule over the territo-
ries. But that is in principle. The 
PA is supposed to rule over the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip but 
the reality is quite different as the 
PA holds very little authority. The 
West Bank remains under Israeli 
military occupation and the Gaza 
Strip is in the control of Hamas 
and under Israel political, military 
and economic siege.

The Palestinians should have 
by now reached the point of state-
hood but at every hint that the PA 
might declare the formation of a 
Palestinian state, Israel objects, 
the United States intervenes in 
Israel’s favour and the world 
community turns a blind eye once 
again as more injustice unfolds.

Given the socio-political and 
economic situations in the 
territories for the Palestinians 
living under Israeli military 
occupation, the ingredients are 
there for confrontation. Periodi-
cally the pot boils over and 
another intifada breaks out. It 
would appear that the Palestinian 
territories have reached that 
point once again.

As the reality of the bleak 

future for Palestinians that lies 
ahead is compounded with 
practically no possibility or 
prospect for advancement in 
their society, no real job opportu-
nities other than menial ones, the 
climate becomes ripe for vio-
lence. At that point all that’s 
missing is a trigger, which is 
inevitably coming. 

The current situation, compiled 
with mistreatment and humilia-
tion suffered by Palestinians at 
Israeli checkpoints, provides 
more ingredients to throw into 
the pot of discontent. Now sit 
back and watch the pot boil over.

Claude Salhani is the Opinion 
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Why not declare Palestine’s statehood?

T 

he Nobel Peace Prize 
for 2015 was awarded 
to the Tunisian 
National Dialogue 
Quartet for several 
reasons.

First and foremost was the 
exceptional role played by this 
quartet, comprised of the Tunisian 
General Labour Union, the 
Tunisian Union of Industry, Trade 
and Handicrafts, the Tunisian 
Human Rights League and the 
Tunisian Bar Association in saving 
the democratic experiment in 
Tunisia from an almost certain 
death.

Second, the Tunisian people at 
large succeeded in overcoming 
their divisions by adopting a 
consensual constitution and 
successfully holding transparent 
elections according to 
international standards.

The state institutions and the 
democratic opposition 
successfully withstood 
vicious attempts to turn 
the country into another 
Somalia. The Tunisian 
National Dialogue Quartet 
was indicative of the role 
played by Tunisian civil 
society, which proved to be 
much stronger than that of 
the political parties.

We have to remember 
that the Quartet was 

established in 2013 to prevent 
Islamists, represented at the time 

by the main Islamist party, 
Ennahda Movement, from 
overrunning the power structure 
in the country. The Quartet was 
successful in imposing new rules 
for the political game in Tunisia, 
starting with the formation of a 
government composed essentially 
of technocrats and entrusted with 
the mission of organising free and 
transparent elections.

At the time, the Ennahda 
Movement was adamantly 
opposed to the Quartet’s initiative 
but quickly changed positions and 
accepted it following the fall of the 
Islamist president Muhammad 
Morsi and his government in 
Egypt. The political establishment 
and the wider civil society 
expected the Islamist movement 
to carry out profound reforms in 
its ideology and political 
orientations. However, there have 
been no profound changes in the 
ideology of the Islamists despite 
the apparent changes in the 
political discourse.

The Tunisian National Dialogue 
Quartet did the right thing when it 
intervened in the country’s 
political scene and thus averted a 
looming civil war amid an increase 
in terrorist activity. The Quartet 
can claim the credit for convincing 
the Islamists to relinquish power 
in favour of a government of 
independent technocrats. It was 
the first of a series of daring 
initiatives that led the country to a 

peaceful and democratic transfer 
of power and thus fully deserving 
the Nobel Peace Prize. We should 
not think that the Quartet’s 
mission has been accomplished. 
On the contrary, the Quartet 
continues to have a role to play as 
long as there continue to be 
political parties that exploit 
religion for political purposes.

What is also needed today is not 
just for Tunisia to live up to the 
prestige of this valuable prize but 
also for the country to concretely 
translate its significance into real 
acts. This can be done through 
several courses of action. First, 
peace and security must be 
maintained, which will give the 
Tunisian government the 
necessary conditions to deal 
deliberately and in a reasoned 
manner with the aftermath 
political assassinations and 
assassination attempts witnessed 
recently.

Second, the country must go 
back to working diligently. 
Productivity must improve in all 
areas of the economy so that the 
world knows that, since its 
inception, this generous Tunisian 
land is capable of becoming a 
regional beacon of hope and 
change for the better.

Third, foundations for a new 
consensual approach in politics 
must be laid. All political actions 
and initiatives must draw their 
legitimacy from the constants in 

the constitution, particularly the 
preservation of the modern 
progressive character of the 
Tunisian society. Upholding such a 
societal model constitutes an 
impenetrable rampart against the 
return of extremism and 
terrorism.

Fourth, both liberal and leftist 
tendencies in Tunisia must adopt a 
more pragmatist and less 
ideological approach to the 
country’s numerous problems. 
The liberal democrats must adopt 
a more realistic and pragmatic 
approach by really being present 
in the field and listening to the real 
concerns of average citizens and 
by enacting fairer tax reforms.

On the other hand, the leftists 
must update their traditional 
political discourse, relinquish the 
concept of the welfare state and 
put forward realistic and 
convincing alternatives capable of 
striking the difficult balance 
between income growth and more 
employment opportunities.

Lastly, Tunisia must capitalise 
on its being in the international 
spotlight once again to attract 
more investments and more 
tourists. A serious marketing plan 
around the Nobel Peace Prize must 
be worked out.
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Living up to the Nobel Peace Prize

Young Palestinian women bring supply of stones during clashes with Israeli troops.
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