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ubai has launched an 
ambitious initiative de-
signed to consolidate a 
wide range of charitable 
and human develop-

ment endeavours around the world 
with a focus on the Middle East.

The “Mohammed Bin Rashid 
al-Maktoum Global Initiatives” in-
cludes 28 organisations under its 
umbrella, with activities ranging 
from fighting poverty and illness 

to supporting education and em-
powering communities. The foun-
dation will implement about 1,400 
human development programmes 
in more than 100 countries.

“Today we are embarking on a 
new beginning. My invitation is 
open to all countries, international 
foundations and organisations to 
participate with us in bringing new 
hope for our region,” Sheikh Mo-
hammed Bin Rashid al-Maktoum, 
the emir of Dubai, said October 4th 
on the launch of the initiative.

A board of trustees, made up of 
representatives from the organisa-
tions that make up the foundation, 

will manage the initiative. Sheikh 
Mohammed is to serve as chair-
man.

“The objectives of the founda-
tion have been well-received by 
our community,” Sheikh Ham-
dan bin Mohammed al-Maktoum, 
crown prince of Dubai, said. “The 
new foundation complements the 
previous efforts of Sheikh Mo-
hammed and its establishment 
paves the way for a new phase of 
philanthropic and developmental 
activities. Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid’s philanthropic vision and 
philosophy is similar to his vision 
and philosophy for other sectors.”

Sheikh Mohammed instructed 
the board to prepare an execu-
tive plan with the goal of reaching 
130 million people in the next ten 
years. The foundation is to operate 
in 116 countries but will mostly fo-
cus on the Arab region.

“The Arab region is undergoing 
massive challenges and these chal-
lenges will continue for decades to 
come. We will not turn our backs 
on our region. We will provide our 
support, and bring hope in a better 
future for our youth,” Sheikh Mo-
hammed said.

“The world has spent tens of 
billions on addressing global chal-
lenges. If only a quarter of this 
amount was spent on development 
in our region, we would overcome 
our challenges and our people 
could overcome their difficulties 
to restore their role in building vi-
brant societies which contribute to 
the development and well-being of 
mankind.”

“What we will focus on in the 
near future is the region because 
this region is going through trouble 
and a crisis,” Mohammed al-Gerga-
wi, the UAE’s minister for cabinet 
affairs, said, emphasising that the 
initiative’s primary goal is “human 
development.”

In the last few years, the organi-
sations that make up the new ini-
tiative have spent more than $2 bil-
lion in more than 100 countries and 
has benefited millions of people. 
Those programmes have seen the 
construction or restoration of more 
than 2,000 schools and education-
al facilities, education initiatives 
that have supported more than 10 
million children and training pro-
grammes that have seen more than 

400,000 teachers qualified.
Sheikh Mohammed’s new initia-

tive will have an annual operating 
budget of more than $272 million. 
How much of the overall figure 
constitutes new funding remains 
unclear.

The new foundation will also 
work on supporting innovation and 
scientific projects.

According to the initiative’s mis-
sion statement, 5,000 innovators 
and researchers are set to benefit 
from more than $1 billion in grants. 
The institution will also focus on 
fostering entrepreneurship by 
supporting and nurturing 50,000 
young entrepreneurs and support-
ing the establishment of new com-
panies that will provide 500,000 
job opportunities in the region.

Concerning the fight against pov-
erty and disease, organisations af-
filiated with the new foundation 
have worked on the prevention 
and treatment of blindness in 23 
million people as well as providing 
more than 81 million vaccines to 
prevent blindness and eye disease, 
in addition to treating 3.6 million 
children for intestinal diseases and 
the construction and support of 46 
hospitals around the world.

They also worked on supporting 
and providing humanitarian relief 
to more than 1.5 million families in 
40 countries.
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Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum during the launch event of his humanitarian initiative.

The Arab region is 
undergoing massive 
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News & Analysis Gulf

London

S 

audi Arabia has cautioned 
Moscow over its military 
backing of Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s regime and 
stepped up support for 

moderate rebels embroiled in a war 
now in its fifth year.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
met Saudi Defence Minister Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Saud, the deputy crown 
prince, on the sidelines of the Rus-
sian Grand Prix in Sochi.

Despite showing a unified front 
and statements emphasising coop-
eration on military technology and 
counterterrorism, the countries 
failed to reach agreement or com-
promise on the issue of Syria and a 
future role for Assad in particular.

During a news conference with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov, Saudi Foreign Minister Adel 
al-Jubeir said the kingdom’s posi-
tion on Syria remains unchanged, 
insisting Assad has no future in 
Syria. He described the meeting 
between Salman and Putin as posi-
tive, constructive and frank.

Russia has been bombing both 
the Islamic State (ISIS) and more 
moderate groups opposed to the 
Assad regime. This has led the Unit-
ed States and the European Union 
to call on Moscow to stop targeting 
moderate rebels and avoid extend-
ing the war.

The Russian military escalation 
came as a surprise to members of 
the official Syrian opposition, who 
travelled to Moscow in Septem-
ber to meet Russian officials over 
a possible political solution to the 
Syrian crisis. Hisham Marwah, the 
vice-president of the Syrian Na-
tional Council (SNC), told The Arab 
Weekly that during meetings with 
Kremlin officials the opposition 
group was told one thing and then 
saw the opposite with the Russian 
military escalation.

“The Russian stance is now clear. 
They are not fighting terrorism but 
are in fact working to preserve the 
Assad regime,” Marwah said.

When asked how the interna-
tional community, and Saudi Ara-
bia in particular, can convince Rus-
sia to stop its support for Assad, 
Marwah stressed that Riyadh had 
documented evidence that shows 
why Assad has no place in Syria 
currently or in the future.

“Saudi Arabia has all this evi-
dence and the details and it’s above 
and beyond what the news stations 
carry and it can present that on the 
negotiation table to the Russians,” 
he said.

Concerning Moscow’s proposal 
of a political solution that includes 
Assad, Marwah linked it to the situ-
ation in Yemen. “If that happens, 
you will get a similar scenario to 

what is happening in Yemen with 
Ali Abdullah Saleh. These oppres-
sors should not be there in any 
transitional period because of their 
tendency to act like spoilers,” he 
added.

Following the meeting between 
Putin and Salman, a Saudi offi-
cial told Reuters that Saudi Arabia 
would continue to strengthen and 
support the moderate opposition 
in Syria. “The recent escalation will 
contribute in attracting extremists 
and jihadists to the war in Syria,” 
the source said, adding that the 
Kremlin’s actions would alienate 
Sunni Muslims around the world.

Relations between Saudi Arabia 
and the Russian Federation had 
warmed recently. The countries 
signed six agreements in June, in-
cluding one on nuclear coopera-
tion, while Saudi Arabia pledged to 
invest $10 billion in Russia’s Direct 
Investment Fund. However, the 
issue of Syria remains a sticking 

point.
“The Saudis have no doubt built 

better bridges with Russia,” Mi-
chael Stephens, director of RUSI 
Qatar, a think-tank, said. “They are 
not inherently hostile against Rus-
sia, but they are continually frus-
trated with their continued sup-
port for Assad.”

Stephens emphasised the Saudis 
have communicated to Moscow 
that the Russian action in Syria is 
dangerous and will cause more in-
stability and that they do not sup-
port it.

“It was Mohammed bin Salman 
who went to Sochi, so, in effect, this 

is coming from the king,” Stephens 
said. “If you want to work together 
and get the oil prices back up, you 
are going to need to talk to us and 
we are willing to talk about these 
issues if you stop being so obstruc-
tive in Syria,” he said characterising 
the Saudi message to Russia.

After the start of Russian air 
strikes, Saudi Arabia stepped up 
its support of the Syrian rebels by 
providing the moderate anti-Assad 
fighters with supplies of weaponry, 
according to the BBC. 

Supplies of modern, high-pow-
ered weaponry, including guided 
anti-tank weapons, would be in-
creased to three rebel groups fight-
ing the Assad regime and its allies, 
but that terrorist groups such as 
ISIS and al-Nusra Front would not 
benefit from that support, the re-
ports said.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf 
section editor of The Arab Weekly.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin and Saudi Defence Minister Mohammed bin Salman during their 
meeting in Sochi, Russia, on October 11, 2015. 

The Russian stance 
is now clear. They 
are not fighting 
terrorism but are in 
fact working to 
preserve the Assad 
regime.

The countries failed 
to reach agreement 
or compromise on 
the issue of Syria 
and a future role for 
Assad in particular.


