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asser Abdo has closed 
his business in his na-
tive Taiz and fled with 
his family to the relative 
safety of Sana’a. Despite 

intensive aerial bombardments in 
the Yemeni capital, the 38-year-old 
parent is happy to be out of Taiz, 
which he called “the city of death 
and destruction”.

“We had to shut down our enter-
tainment park in the city centre and 
flee,” he said.

“Our park was the only in-town 
fun and entertainment facility for 
families and children. People vis-
ited us for recreation and to spend 
joyful and happy time with their 
loved ones. Unfortunately, there is 
no more happy time, no more hap-
py place in Taiz at the moment.”

The war sweeping Yemen en-
gulfed the southern province of 
Taiz in April, making Abdo among 
more than 1.3 million internally 
displaced Yemenis. They have been 
driven from their homes by fighting 
pitting Iran-backed Houthi rebels 
and allied troops to former presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh against 
Sunni fighters and troops loyal 

to President Abd Rabbo Mansour 
Hadi, supported by a Saudi-led 
Arab military coalition.

Taiz is among 16 provinces affect-
ed by the conflict in the country 
where 42% of the population lived 
below the poverty line before the 
current fighting started, according 
to the World Bank. A few months 
after the outbreak of fighting, the 
United Nations declared Yemen 
among its top humanitarian emer-
gencies, warning that it was a step 
away from famine.

Underlining the rapidly deterio-
rating humanitarian conditions in 
Taiz, home for 1 million people, 
UN Humanitarian Coordinator in 
Yemen Johannes van der Klaauw 
said: “The city has been turned into 
a battleground with people caught 
between frontlines, and rendered 
more vulnerable by the collapse of 
critical services like water, sanita-
tion and health services.”

“The economy and basic services 
are collapsing. Food insecurity is 
growing rapidly, with food supplies 
and agricultural inputs only spo-
radically available and significantly 
more expensive,” van der Klaauw 
added in an interview with The 
Arab Weekly.

Most Taiz residents fled to rela-
tively safer areas in the countryside 
after the city was shelled by both 
sides in the conflict, killing and in-
juring hundreds of civilians.

The crisis has escalated in recent 
months, wreaking havoc in several 
regions of Yemen. Disorder and 
lawlessness provided fertile soil 
for the spreading of violence and 
bloodshed. According to the United 

Nations, an estimated 21.1 million 
people — more than 80% of Yem-
en’s population — require urgent 
humanitarian assistance as a result 
of escalating conflict and drastical-
ly reduced imports.

The August 2015 Food Security 
Outlook Updates by the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
indicates that more than 50% of the 
Yemeni population lives under se-
vere food insecurity.

Those displaced live in harsh 
conditions either in schools, public 
buildings, deserted areas or with 

their extended families, relying al-
most exclusively on humanitarian 
aid to subsist.

Massive layoffs, collapse of pub-
lic services, skyrocketing prices of 
basic commodities exacerbated the 
humanitarian situation. Yemen has 
been in turmoil for years and the 
latest war has worsened an already 
dire situation.

The conflict forced many busi-
nesses to stop operating. With 
major private and public factories 
bombed, either by Houthi rebels 
or coalition air strikes, hundreds of 

thousands of skilled and unskilled 
labourers have lost income. The 
situation is aggravated by an on-
going power outage and sharp fuel 
shortage.

Mahmoud Esmail, 23, worked at 
a restaurant in Taiz to earn enough 
money to get into the Taiz College 
of Medicine.  “I had a dream to be-
come a doctor and help the poor 
like me but the restaurant I work in 
shut down five months ago. I lost 
my job and I depleted all my sav-
ings attempting to survive,” Esmail 
said. The young man, who returned 
to his home village since the con-
flict escalated in Taiz, added des-
perately, “I have lost my dream to 
go to college, too.”

Abdo had to lay off his entire staff 
of 110 people who ran his amuse-
ment park in Taiz.

“Each worker was a breadwin-
ner for a family and sometimes 
for more than one family,” he said. 
“Can you imagine how many fami-
lies have been deprived of income 
as a result of the forced closure?”

Owners of private enterprises 
such as Abdo incurred huge losses.

“The entire market community 
has collapsed in the war, including 
suppliers, service providers, large 
factories and huge businesses in 
the entire country,” he said.

“Don’t forget street vendors and 
unskilled labourers as well!”

Abdo paused and then conclud-
ed: “The war is ugly and has cata-
strophic impact.”

Mohamad Khaled, a pseudonym 
used for security reasons, is a 
Yemeni reporter based in Sana’a.
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Yemenis stand in a line to buy canisters of gas in Sana’a.The economy and 
basic services are 
collapsing. Food 
insecurity is 
growing rapidly.
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emeni President Abd 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi 
highlighted the “human 
tragedy” in Yemen and 
called for greater human-

itarian assistance at the UN General 
Assembly after issuing renewed 
calls for the Houthis to lay down 
their arms and return to negotia-
tions.

“I am open to all efforts seeking a 
political solution,” Hadi said on his 
way to the United Nations after re-
establishing his government in the 
Yemeni port city of Aden. He called 
on the Houthis “to end their coup, 
surrender weapons… and return to 
the dialogue table, to implement UN 
Security Council Resolution 2216”, 
which calls on the Houthi fighters to 
withdraw from territories they have 
occupied.

This renewed diplomatic push 
comes as the Saudi-led Gulf coali-
tion has pushed Houthi fighters 
back in a number of regions and is 
on the verge of retaking the stra-
tegic central Marib region. Marib, 
an important energy hub, would 
serve as the launch pad for an even-
tual offensive to liberate the capital 
Sana’a.

The Gulf coalition’s latest ad-
vance in the province saw the flags 
of Yemen, the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia fly over 
the Marib dam on September 29th. 
The Houthis control of less than 15% 
of the province, said Brigadier-Gen-
eral Murad Turaiq, the head of the 
Yemeni military in Marib.

Turaiq said the Gulf coalition con-
tinued to gain momentum and sup-

port, while the Houthis have been 
pushed back. “Fighters from the 
Murad and Abeed tribes joined the 
fight against the Houthis in the bat-
tle for the dam. In addition to that, 
more than 1,000 Yemeni soldiers 
have also returned from training in 
Saudi Arabia to help pro-Hadi forc-
es,” he said.

Elsewhere in the country, an al-
leged Gulf coalition air strike on a 
wedding party in the Red Sea port 
city of Mocha killed at least 130 peo-
ple. 

The Gulf coalition denied respon-
sibility for the attack.

Local media reports said the 
coalition could confront Houthi 
forces in the neighbouring al-Jawf 
province after Marib, closing in on 
Sana’a from two sides. The north-
ern al-Jawf governorate also borders 
Saudi Arabia. 

Recapturing the region from the 
Houthis would significantly lessen 
pressure on the Saudi border and 
represent an important turning 
point in the battle against the Hou-
this.

Saudi Arabia has been one of Ha-
di’s main backers, with Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud reit-
erating Riyadh’s support for Yemeni 
“legitimacy”. “We in the coalition 
stand firmly, with all our strength, 
by your side… to protect your coun-
try,” he wrote in a letter addressed 
to Hadi.

Speaking at the UN General As-
sembly, Hadi reiterated Saudi Ara-
bia’s warning regarding Iran’s back-
ing for the Houthis.

“We find ourselves mixed in this 
battle, this fight for the country and 
the legitimacy of the state to ensure 
that the country does not fall into 
the hands of Iran, which would like 
to see the destruction of the coun-

try,” Hadi said.
Although Iran has publicly de-

nied backing the Houthis, Marib 
Governor Sultan al-Arada claimed 
that Yemen has conclusive proof of 
Tehran’s backing for the group after 
seizing equipment at Marib dam 
from retreating Houthis.

“There can be no doubt that the 
Iranian support for the Houthis is 
obvious, especially in light of the 
equipment we have found which 
bears clear marks [which point to 
this],” he told the Saudi Arabian 
Asharq Al-Awsat newspaper.

The coalition said on September 
30th it had previously seized an Ira-

nian fishing boat in the Arabian Sea 
loaded with weapons destined for 
the Houthis. 

The coalition said it had captured 
18 anti-armour Concourse shells, 54 
BGM17 anti-tank missiles, 15 shell 
battery kits, four firing guidance 
systems and other logistical appa-
ratus.

The Gulf coalition’s air superior-
ity, along with the deployment of 
heavy artillery, tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers, has been a major 
factor in its recent successes against 
the Houthi rebels. Although the 
fighting is ongoing, with the Houthis 
on the back foot, many are begin-

ning to look into the post-conflict 
future of Yemen. The humanitarian 
situation in the country is dire, with 
Hadi calling on world leaders to do 
more to help the Yemeni people.

“This requires greater effort in-
ternationally so as to alleviate hu-
man suffering and to ensure that 
the Yemeni crisis is not forgotten. 
I would like to take this opportu-
nity to address and appeal to donor 
countries to ensure that they pro-
vide the promised assistance,” Hadi 
said.

Mahmud el-Shafey is an Arab 
Weekly correspondent in London.
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Pictures released on September 30th, show confiscated weapons aboard an Iranian fishing boat 
bound for Yemen.
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