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ourteen months 
before the United 
States chooses its next 
leader, extraordinary 
and unprecedented 
events are taking place 

in the Republican Party: Billion-
aire businessman Donald Trump 
is leading the pack and crushing 
all opposition from conventional 
candidates in public opinion 
polls.

Trump is reviving and distilling 
American nationalism into a 
potent brew from the chaotic 
confusion that George W. Bush 
left it in.

It is easy to sneer at Trump and 
dismiss him as a billionaire televi-
sion star, as the woefully medio-
cre political media in the United 
States have done. But Arab 
leaders and analysts should not 
make the same mistake.

Trump is first and foremost an 
exceptionally successful busi-
nessman, a figure of genuine 
intellectual and business talent 
who exudes the swaggering 
self-confidence very different 
from the pathetic fake macho 
bluster of Bush, Donald Rums-
feld, Dick Cheney, Paul Wolfowitz 
and the rest of their gang.

And he may prove to be 
surprisingly good news for the 

United States’ traditional friends 
in the Arab world. Trump alone 

in the Republican field has 
spoken out strongly and acknowl-
edged that the original invasion 
of Iraq was a disastrous mistake. 
He has opposed sending arms to 
Ukraine and putting US troops in 
harm’s way there. He advocates a 
hard-headed policy of putting US 
economic and business interests 
first. This was the kind of clear-
eyed pragmatism that allowed 
the US-Saudi special relationship 
to flourish for most of the past 80 
years. It is a striking contrast to 
the catastrophic Bush and Obama 
policies of wrecking one Arab 
government after another in their 
ceaseless quest to “promote 
democracy and human rights” — 
when all that is promoted is 
anarchy, endless violence, 
massacre and murderous extrem-
ism.

Most of all, Arab policymakers 
and pundits need to recognise 
that Trump can win.

He is probably worth 
between $8 billion and $9 
billion, yet is enormously 
popular with grass-roots 
Republican voters.

Every time a member of 
the large field of 
Republican nonenti-
ties tries to outflank 
him by puffing 
himself up and 
swearing to stand 
up to the Islamic 
State  (ISIS), his 
standing collapses 
in the polls. This 
has happened to 
former Texas 
governor Rick 
Perry, Louisiana 
Governor Bobby 
Jindal, US Senator 

Lindsey Graham of South 
Carolina, former Florida governor 
Jeb Bush and Wisconsin Governor 
Scott Walker, who on August 30th 
memorably suggested the United 
States wall off Canada.

The list is endless.
Yet the more these puffed-up 

candidates posture, pout and 
threaten, the more their non-
existent support evaporates and 
Trump rises ever higher. There is 
a profound message in this 
phenomenon: Even hard-core 
Republicans are sick and tired of 
endless, ridiculous wars that go 
on forever and only make things 
worse than they were before. One 
crucial message needs to be 
proclaimed loud and clear: 
Trump can win.

 He may prove to be an excel-
lent president or a terrible one. 
But he will be the real thing, a 
departure from the endless 
woeful incompetent, mediocre 
and mindless purveyors of worn 
conservative clichés. 

A President Trump would, on 
the basis of his recent state-
ments, work for a stable  
Middle East with restored 
potential for the United States 
as well as European and Asian 
investment.

He would prefer to work above 
all with successful, prosperous 
Arab states that embody the 
values that made him so rich.

He would distrust and oppose 
the rise of Iran. He would not 
naively fall, as Barack Obama and 
the woeful John Kerry have so 
disastrously fallen, for a disas-
trous deal that capitalises the 
Iranian ayatollahs through a 
global oil price recession by 
freeing up $55 billion to $100 
billion that they can immediately 
spend on trying to destabilise 
every moderate nation in the 
region.

A President Trump is the best 
bet to restore the moderate, 
consistent and pragmatic policies 
that guided Ronald Reagan and 
George H.W. Bush in their 

generally highly successful 
engagement with the region.

No better alternative pros-
pect is remotely in sight.
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peculation is rife in Wash-
ington that US Vice-Pres-
ident Joe Biden is leaning 
towards entering the race 
to be the next president. 

His decision is predicated on family 
matters and how Hillary Clinton’s 
legal troubles unfold.

If he does enter the race, Biden 
would have a formidable job dis-
lodging the Clinton campaign but 
his folksy appeal and scandal-free 
background will probably allow him 
to prevail over Clinton and possibly 
the eventual Republican nominee.

Prior to this summer, the betting 
in Washington was that Clinton 
was the clear favourite to capture 
the Democratic Party nomination. 
She had name recognition, an in-
fluential political machine — led by 
husband and former president Bill 
Clinton — and she generated enthu-
siasm from parts of the Democratic 
Party base, such as women’s groups.

But things started to change dur-
ing the past several months. For one, 
a rumpled Democratic socialist, US 
Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont, 

entered the race and started to draw 
huge crowds from the progres-
sive wing of the Democratic Party 
who liked his diatribes against Wall 
Street. Sanders is running slightly 
ahead of Clinton among Democrats 
in New Hampshire, the state where 
the first presidential primary will be 
held. Despite her political networks 
Clinton has not been able to draw 
such large crowds.

Second, Clinton has not been able 
to deflect legal troubles related to 
her email use while secretary of 
state. Leaving aside the Benghazi af-
fair — Republicans still accuse her 
of covering up alleged misdeeds 
during that tragic episode and ques-
tion her claim that she only deleted 
personal emails during that period 
— her more serious travails have 
to do with her possible use of clas-
sified material on an unclassified 
computer server.

 This issue is being investigated 
by the FBI and could result in crimi-
nal charges.

After being flip about her email 
problems, Clinton has acknowl-
edged she should not have used a 
private email server while at the 
State Department but she insists 
she did nothing legally wrong.

This potential scandal has hurt 
her reputation with the elector-
ate and her negative ratings are 
higher than her positive ratings. In 
a recent poll, 61% of respondents 
said Clinton was not “honest and 
trustworthy’. Granted, the poll was 
conducted among Democrats, inde-
pendents and Republicans, and the 

latter would naturally have a bias 
against her, but this high, negative 
perception among voters is deeply 
troubling to Democrats ahead of the 
2016 presidential election.

Enter Joe Biden. Although in 
late 2008 Biden said he was satis-
fied with becoming vice-president 
and was no longer interested in the 
presidency, he has long coveted the 
Oval Office, having run for it twice 
before. Given Clinton’s problems 
and Sanders’s slim chance of win-
ning a general election (it is hard 
to imagine  a self-declared socialist 
winning the White House), many 
Democrats are urging Biden to run.

Biden’s positives are his intel-
ligence, his long record of public 
service and his ability to connect 
with ordinary Americans. He is 
also scandal free (his only political 
mishap occurring in 1988 when he 
plagiarised a speech of British La-
bour party leader Neil Kinnock). His 
negatives are his long-windedness 

when he gives speeches but he is 
clever enough to use self-deprecat-
ing humour to deflect this criticism.

The major issue for Biden is 
whether he and his family are up 
to a long and gruelling campaign. 
The death of his son, Beau Biden, in 
May, has naturally had a profound 
effect on him but this tragedy has 
cut two ways.

According to Maureen Dowd, col-
umnist for the New York Times, on 
his deathbed Beau urged his father 
to run for president and many of his 
son’s friends are encouraging him to 
do so.

On the other hand, Biden and his 
extended family are still grieving 
and may not be emotionally ready 
for a campaign.

Biden has strong foreign policy 
credentials, having served as chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. While an expert on 
Europe, he has extensive knowl-
edge of the Middle East and has 

frequently travelled to the region. 
He has been a loyal lieutenant to 
US President Barack Obama and, if 
elected, would probably carry on 
Obama’s policies in the Middle East.

For example, as a believer in the 
importance of alliances, Biden sup-
ported the P5+1 approach to Iran and 
has supported the Iran nuclear deal, 
as well as the alliance approach to 
combating the Islamic State (ISIS). 
On the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, 
Biden, like Obama, is a strong sup-
porter of Israel but has had his share 
of problems with Israeli Prime Min-
ister Binyamin Netanyahu over set-
tlements and other issues.

Biden is expected to make his de-
cision to run in a few weeks.
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Seasoned. US Vice-President Joe Biden, right, stands in the Oval Office of the White House during 
a meeting between US President Barack Obama and King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud  of Saudi 
Arabia, on September 4th, in Washington.
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Donald Trump speaks at a rally in Washington, on September 9th, 
against the Iran nuclear agreement.

What to expect from a President Trump


