
7September 11, 2015

Opinion

Reliance on drones alone only guarantees US defeat

T 

he CIA likes what 
drones do. It likes that 
they kill bad guys. So 
the CIA and US 
President Barack 
Obama’s administra-

tion behind the agency have been 
ramping up the drone war.

As a tactic in a war, using drones 
to eliminate prominent figures in 
the Islamic State (ISIS) or other 
organisations can be highly 
effective. The problem comes if 
US policy planners repeat their 
mistake of imagining that techno-
logical sophistication is a substi-
tute for boots on the ground, 
old-fashioned soldiers and 
sensible, competent tactics.

In these areas, the US military is 
far from the best in the world. At 
the strategic level, it is childish, 
complacent and woeful.

The United States cannot defeat 
ISIS forces without fielding its 
own reliable army of brave, 
well-trained ground soldiers to do 
it. If the US military cannot afford 
to do this and does not allocate 
enough troops to do it, then it 
needs competent allies to do the 
job.

The Iraqi Army is not such an 
ally. US military leaders and their 
think-tank stooges continue to 
imagine that such forces can be 

magically created “or 
trained” by the wave of a 
magic wand in the space 
of a few months.

In reality, such forces 
can only be recruited from 
established, settled 
societies that generate 
trust, faith and goodwill. 

But US policies in the Middle 
East over the past 15 years have 
systematically undermined and 
destroyed such societies. They 
created moral and emotional 
deserts where once stable socie-
ties flourished and then US 

officials are surprised that no new 
loyalty and commitment emerge 
to defend the chaos they did so 
much to make.

Firing 100,000 drones will not 
win the war against ISIS. Nazi 
Germany killed 6,000 civilians in 
London in the last year of World 
War II, mainly using the famous 
V-1 flying bomb, in effect the 
cruise missile or drone bomb of its 
day.

It did not help: During that same 
year, the German Army lost more 
than 2 million soldiers against 
Soviet and Anglo-American troops 
as they crushed the infamous 
Reich from east and west.

The American obsession with 
wonder weapons that will 
magically win every war pain-

lessly has been going on a long 
time. The Boeing B-17 Flying 
Fortress, heavily armoured and 
with machine guns deployed to 
defend it, was supposed to win 
World War II invincibly for the 
United States with almost zero 
casualties.

Instead 80,000 US airmen lost 
their lives overwhelmingly in 
bomber missions against Nazi 
Germany. Britain’s Royal Air Force 
lost a similar number — an even 
more severe human loss since 
Britain had only one-third the US 
population at the time.

Where the US B-17 failed and the 
German V-1 failed, the 21st-cen-
tury American drone will not 
succeed. It is no substitute for 
putting an army on the ground. It 

is no substitute for supporting 
real, well-established states in the 
region. It is no substitute for 
anything.  Drones will not magi-
cally win the war against ISIS. 
Drones used carefully and 
sparingly can be a useful adjunct 
in that war. But putting faith in 
the drones to win the war will be a 
recipe for defeat. It will ensure 
that the war is either won by the 
ISIS or by Iran stepping in and 
picking up the pieces.

Martin Sieff is a senior fellow of 
the American University in 
Moscow and the author most 
recently of Gathering Storm: The 
Seventh Era of American History 
and the Coming Crisis that will 
Lead to It. (Amazon-Kindle, 2014).
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An MQ-1C Gray Eagle drone armed with Hellfire missiles, in Camp Taji, Iraq, in 2011.

The UAE is defending Gulf region by defending Yemen

T 

he United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) 
announced the tragic 
deaths of 45 of its 
soldiers and officers 
in Yemen’s Marib 

province, alongside ten Saudi and 
five Bahraini soldiers killed in the 
same attack.

The central province, which is a 
strategically important energy 
hub, does not share a border with 
Saudi territory and represents a 
vital artery to Sana’a, providing 
most of the electricity to the 
Yemeni capital. This is thanks to 
the Marib dam, which was rebuilt 

by late UAE ruler Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan al-Nahyan. The dam 
was inaugurated in 1986 at a time 
when Yemen was in desperate 
need of assistance to assure its 
very survival as a state.

Sheikh Zayed’s goal was to 
provide water and electricity to 
the people of Yemen, nothing 
more and nothing less. He took 
this stance based on his view that 
Yemen was an important and 
intrinsic part of the Arab world. 
Ultimately, nobody can deny that 
many Arabs trace their origins to 
Yemen, while the collapse of the 
historic Marib dam represented 

the beginning of the dispersion of 
the Arab tribes across the region, 
including to the shores of the Gulf 
region. The Marib dam collapsed 
in 580 and was a major factor in 
the fragmentation of the Arab 
tribes. Sheikh Zayed, who 
possessed unificationist thinking, 
demonstrated his vision when he 
made the decision to restore the 
dam close to the site of the 
original. This confirmed Sheikh 
Zayed’s commitment to the 
principles of pan-Arabism and 
what that represents, from a 
cultural angle first of all and the 
idea of preserving and protecting 
Arab history.

That the death of so many 
Emirati soldiers and officers came 
in Marib province is evidence that 
the UAE remains faithful to the 
historic mission as set out by 
Sheikh Zayed. The sole objective 
of the Arab intervention, which 
began in March 2015 as part of the 
Saudi-led coalition, is to rescue 
Yemen and return it to the Yemeni 
people, preventing it from 
becoming a de facto Iranian 
colony. There has always been an 
Emirati awareness of the high 
price that would be paid by the 
entire region on losing Yemen. 
Sheikh Zayed’s efforts were an 
early expression of this.

The latest losses suffered by the 
UAE will not deter it from dedicat-
ing itself to its mission that has 
resulted in the liberation of Aden 
and will see other important 
victories. The UAE’s sole concern 
is to help Yemen and its people, 
ensuring that the country does 
not fall under the sway of the 
Iran-backed Houthi rebels, who 
have also allied with former 
president Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
his supporters. Sheikh Moham-
med bin Zayed al-Nahyan, crown 
prince of Abu Dhabi and deputy 
supreme commander of the UAE’s 

armed forces, was very clear 
when he said that the UAE is 
committed to “purge” Yemen of 
the Houthis, who are only 
interested in wreaking havoc. He 
confirmed the Emirati people’s 
commitment to lifting the 
oppression of their Yemeni 
“brothers”.

This is a reaffirmation of faith 
by the Emirati leadership of the 
mission to restore and rescue 
Yemen and its people. The UAE 
has no other choice but to 
continue with this mission which, 
above anything else, is also a 
defence of its own national 
security and people.

Sheikh Zayed demonstrated an 
early understanding of the 
importance that Yemen repre-
sents to the Arab Gulf and 
regional security. So there is a 
form of consistency in the UAE’s 
policy towards Yemen today.

Ultimately, the UAE is defend-
ing itself by defending Yemen. 
The heroes who were martyred in 
Marib were on the front lines of a 
fight in defence of their country 
and region. They were carrying 
out their national duty in defence 
of their homeland and people and 
indeed in the service of the entire 
Arab Gulf region.

Khairallah Khairallah is a 
Lebanese writer. The commentary 
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the Arabic.  It was initially 
published on middle-east-online.
com.
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Wounded Emirati soldier Mohammed al-Balooshi at the Zayed Military Hospital in Abu Dhabi, United 
Arab Emirates.
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