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Amman

M 

ohammed Ahmed 
Nasser lost his lower 
jaw when a sniper 
shot him in the cheek 
as he left his Aden 

home, rendering him unable to 
speak. He must be fed through a 
plastic tube.

Nasser, 24, is one of several doz-
en wounded Yemeni civilians who 
were flown to Jordan on July 15th 
for treatment. The Yemeni embassy 
is picking up the cost, according to 
hospital officials.

Yemen is torn apart by fighting 
between forces loyal to President 
Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi and the 
Houthi rebels, a group of adherents 
to the Shia Muslim sect, which is 
rival to Yemen’s Sunni-dominated 
government. The Houthis forced 
Hadi and his cabinet out of Sana’a 
in January.

Jordan has agreed to a Yemeni 
request to treat its wounded, ac-
cording to a health ministry offi-
cial, who declined to be identified. 
Nasser and 101 other Yemenis are 
convalescing at private Jordanian 
hospitals.

“This is a humanitarian gesture,” 
the official said. “After all, this is 
part and parcel of Jordan’s role in 
the region, which is peacekeeping 
and humanitarian assistance to 
war-stricken regions.”

At the Islamic Hospital in Am-
man, 40 wounded, including 

Nasser, were being treated in sev-
eral rooms down a long, white hall-
way.

The youngest among the wound-
ed is Mohammed Khalil, 17, who 
was injured in the face by shrapnel. 
He has undergone mouth, chin and 
neck surgeries since arriving in Am-
man.

Recalling his July 10th injury, 
Khalil said a nearby explosion 
wounded him. ”I fell to the ground, 
screaming with blood all over my 
face and body,” he said.

He said his brother got him to a 
local hospital. He was off to Amman 
five days later.

“I’m a student focusing on my 
studies and I have nothing to do 
with politics. Why there’s violence 
in my country is beyond me,” he 
added.

According to the Paris-based 
Doctors without Borders, 10,000 
civilians were treated in Jordan for 
war wounds since March, including 
more than 5,000 who underwent 
surgery.

Islamic Hospital spokesman 
Nasser Tarawneh said it made spe-
cial arrangements, which included 
booking a unit of several rooms and 
adding extra staff shifts, to accom-
modate the Yemenis.

“They suffered serious injuries 
to the bones, body burns, shrap-
nel and even mine explosions,” 
Tarawneh said.

Asked if he was concerned about 
a recurrence of financial issues that 
arose in 2012 when Libya slackened 
on settling $230 million owed to 
Jordanian hospitals for treating 
57,900 Libyans. “All’s well, so far,” 
Tarawneh replied. He declined to 
say if the Yemenis paid a deposit.

The Libyans paid most of their 

bill following protracted and pains-
taking diplomatic contacts that 
had the Jordanian government in-
volved.

At the Islamic Hospital, 21-year-
old Hussein Salah was recovering 
from a sniper shot that fractured 
his left femur. 

Salah said he was “caught in the 
middle” in street fighting in Aden 
on July 9th. “The worst thing is to 
be caught between fire exchange. 

I’m lucky to be alive today,” he said.
He said he has found “solace and 

comfort” from Yemenis studying in 
Jordan who volunteered to assist 
their wounded countrymen. One 
of the volunteers, medical school 
student Majed Ahmed Muthna, 19, 
said he was happy to help out.

“They are our brothers and they 
need us to be with them, to talk to 
them and keep them company to 
ease their suffering,” he said. “It’s 

our responsibility to help out and 
we’re happy to do it.” 

To Nasser, the Yemeni who lost 
his lower jaw, the raging war in 
Yemen is keeping him in “consider-
able pain and confusion”. “Why are 
my people fighting?” he wondered. 
“It’s heartbreaking to see people 
of the same country killing each 
other.” 

All that he is longing for is to “re-
turn home to a peaceful Yemen”.

Yemeni war wounded seek care in Jordan
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Yemeni civilian Abdullah, who was wounded in the war in his country, is accompanied by a Yemeni 
volunteer in Jordan.
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T 

he battle for Yemen’s fu-
ture moved to the central 
part of the country, as 
anti-Houthi forces started 
ground operations to push 

rebels out of Marib and Jawf prov-
inces.

More than 250 tanks and eight 
Apache helicopters from the Sau-
di-led coalition are deployed 
in the Marib battle, the 
Yemen Post quoted mili-
tary sources as saying, 
emphasising that major 
preparations were un-
der way to retake Sana’a 
from militants. Saudi-
owned Al Arabiya TV 
reported that in Mar-
ib, 29 Houthi militants 
were killed in coalition 
raids and in clashes 
with fighters loyal to 
the exiled government.

This comes as the 
Iran-allied Houthi re-
bels have been raid-
ing the homes 
of political 
oppo-

nents and non-governmental work-
ers in Sana’a under the pretence that 
people living there are members of 
the Islamic State (ISIS) or al-Qaeda. 
According to security officials, the 
Houthis have detained at least 20 
people, one of whom works for the 
United Nations, near the presiden-
tial palace. The rebel group has not 
officially elaborated on the reasons 
for the arrests.

Rebels also stepped up the num-

ber of attacks along the Saudi border 
since the pro-government coalition 
regained control of the strategic 
port city of Aden in August. The 
Houthi border attacks have resulted 
in the deaths of more than a dozen 
Saudi soldiers and border guards 
since military operations began in 
March, which has led the kingdom 
to launch small incursions across 
the border in response.

“We don’t have the intention to go 
deep across the Yemeni border but 
sometimes because of difficult ter-
rain, mountains or caves where they 
can hide, we have to find their posi-
tions, clear them and then get back 
to our positions,” Saudi Defence 
Ministry spokesman Brigadier-Gen-
eral Ahmed Asseri said.

Yemeni Foreign Minister Riad 
Yassin reaffirmed that the Hadi gov-
ernment is not in negotiations with 
the Houthis and that they and for-
mer president Ali Abdullah Saleh’s 
“militias must implement the UN 

resolution and surrender their 
weapons and only then the 
dialogue and political process 
can begin, with the participa-
tion of all Yemeni parties”. 

Yassin also told report-

ers in Cairo that the battle to retake 
Sana’a would be launched within 
two months.

In line with the Saudi-led coali-
tion’s anti-Iran expansionism nar-
rative, Yemen’s exiled President 
Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi reiterated 
that the conflict in Yemen was to 
curtail “Iranian expansion”. Speak-
ing during a brief visit to Sudan at 
a news conference with Sudanese 
President Omar al-Bashir, Hadi said 
evidence of Iranian expansion was 
present in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon 
and that the conflict in Yemen was 
aimed at stopping its regional ex-
pansion.

It’s worthy to note that Sudan had 
close ties with Tehran. However, in 
September 2014, Sudan shut Iran’s 
cultural centre in Khartoum and 
joined the anti-Houthi coalition 
in Yemen in March. Al-Bashir also 

promised at the news conference 
to continue assistance to Yemeni 
nationals studying in Khartoum. He 
said Sudanese doctors were in Yem-
en treating civilians wounded in the 
conflict.

The UN-recognised Hadi govern-
ment declared the war-torn coun-
try’s most populated governorate, 
Taiz, a disaster zone, with the World 
Health Organization warning that 
“an extreme spike” in cases of den-
gue fever had been recorded in re-
cent weeks. Only six of the 21 hos-
pitals are operating. Most are unable 
to admit patients due to a lack of 
medical resources.

The Emirates Red Crescent 
launched a major humanitarian 
campaign in support of Yemenis af-
fected by the conflict. Dubbed 
“Yemen: We care”, the month-long 
drive, which generated more than 
$10 million in donations within 
the first few days, aims to mobilise 
support for the UAE agency’s pro-
grammes and projects in Yemen.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf 
section editor of The 
Arab Weekly.
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Yemeni fighters, loyal to exiled President Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi, sit in the back of a pick-up truck in the city of Daleh, on August 30th.

News & Analysis Gulf   Yemen


