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A wake-up call for Europe

E 

urope’s slack security 
allowed the Paris 
train shooting to 
happen but the news 
media will indulge 
themselves with the 

Moroccan connection.
Authorities have arrested a 

man who was overpowered by 
passengers on a packed Amster-
dam-Paris train. Reports say the 
suspect had visited Syria and was 
known to intelligence services. 
He could therefore be tagged a 
“terrorist”.

But the heroic event, which led 
three Americans to wrestle 
Moroccan national Ayoub 
el-Khazzani, 25, to the floor when 
he fired an assault rifle, leads to 
two thoughts: First, that the 
media will expand on the cliché 
that Morocco and the rest of 
North Africa are breeding pools 
for terrorists and, second, that 
heroism itself is not dead.

But what has Europe learnt?
The shooting, which under-

lined difficulties facing intelli-
gence services trying to track an 
unprecedented number of 
potential terrorists, is expected 
to lead to tighter security for 
international train services in 
Europe, as many will ask how an 
individual in Europe boards a 
train with an assault rifle.

Other questions EU security 
outlets might ponder 
include the availability of 
weapons in the first 
place. In the Paris 
shootings earlier in 2015, 
guns that killed and 
maimed many in two 
incidents were traced to a 
Belgian arms dealer. But 
intelligence agencies 
know that the Belgian 
route is not typical.

The heart to both the gun 
problem and “terrorists” from 
North Africa can be found with 

Europe’s slack security. It’s easy 
to think of Morocco as a country 
that harbours terrorism. How-
ever, this country is doing its best 
to fight jihadists.

 It has been a victim itself of 
hard-core Islamic groups. Few 
there can forget the Casablanca 
bombings of May 2003, which 
killed 45.

Morocco has worked hand-in-
hand with Europe’s intelligence 
services since then and, because 
of this, a number of arrests in the 
2004 Madrid bombing were 
made.

The core problem, however, is 
not Morocco, a liberal Islamic 
country which, because of its 
identity, makes it the nemesis of 
Islamist terrorists.

The heart of the matter lies in 
Europe’s security services and 
how EU governments have failed 

to efficiently deal with their 
home-grown jihadist problem. 
How could they not stop some-
one who is considered a high 
security risk after travelling to 
Syria getting weapons and 
planning a terrorist operation?

It’s also about how the Euro-
pean Union is reluctant to lean on 
Spain’s government for allowing 
arms, as well as fugitives to enter 
the union via high-speed boats at 
night across the straits of 
Gibraltar.

On a daily basis, illegal immi-
grants, arms and drugs are 
habitually whisked across the 
short stretch of sea from Morocco 
to Spain, where they are never 
detected by Spanish police — 
because those who arranged the 
shipments also handled the local 
police. Corruption in Spain is 
what is fuelling both trades — one 
in illegal arms that originate in 
Algeria and the other in illegal 
immigrants.

The arrest of Khazzani might 
also make France and Spain take 
a look at their policies towards 
returning jihadists.

In many cases, terrorists who 
hail from North Africa often enter 
Europe via this soft underbelly 
that the European Union refuses 
to do anything about, because it 
might compromise its leverage 
on Spain in other areas.

In this particular case, slack 
border control combined with 
sloppy intelligence sharing led to 
this young man not only purchas-
ing an assault rifle and a pistol 
but almost carrying out a terror 
attack.

About 850 French and 300 
Belgians have left to fight in Syria 
and Iraq and hundreds have 
returned to Europe, say intelli-
gence officials, overwhelming 
their ability to monitor them all.

Europe’s media need to draw 
breath and abstain from pumping 
out the old clichés about Morocco 
and talk instead about EU 
borders. 

 The attempted attack on the 
train should be a wake-up call for 
EU leaders on many levels. They 
might note that it was American 
heroism though — and not 
European — that prevented a 
blood bath on a French train.

Martin Jay is a senior writer at 
Newsweek Middle East. Follow 
him on Twitter: @MartinRJay.
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Wake-up call. A passenger sleeps in a Thalys high-speed train at 
Brussels railway station.

Culture: The last barricade

W 

hen we look at 
the world today, 
filled with 
violent death 
and destruction, 
radical move-

ments and terrorism, we cannot 
avoid the question of “Why?”

Many reasons and causes are 
offered for the deteriorating 
situation and all of them are valid 
in their particular context: 
poverty, lack of education, 
despair, unbalanced identity and 
diverse frustrations. To all of these 
causes, only one response has 
been presented and its implemen-
tation actively pursued: security 
measures.

Even though they are required, 
they have yet to achieve compre-
hensive results.

Let us stop for a moment and 
reflect on the real objective these 
radical groups are aiming at in all 
the countries they have targeted. 
It is clear that what they really 
want is to impose a different mode 
of thinking based on a destitute 
way of life, violent behaviour and 
absolute power. The objective is to 
reduce growth and creativity, 
inhibit the capacity of young 

people to see beyond the 
narrow prism of dogma-
tism and freeze their 
ambitions.

In a word the real target 
is “culture” and the 
cultural expressions 
synonymous with 
creativity, freedom of 
spirit and limitless 
imagination. That is why 

the security-based policy 
approach to radical groups has 
utterly failed. It has failed because 
it has omitted a central component 
of the required policy: its cultural 

dimension. Culture is the reflec-
tion of our identity shaped 
through centuries of history and 
social organisation. It reveals our 
beliefs, aspirations and multifac-
eted identity. When you strip a 
society of its heritage and its social 
image, you destroy its soul and 
being.

The destruction of the historic 
sites in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria 
clearly indicate the intended 
objective. Tunisia was also 
targeted for its symbols, the first 
of culture, the Bardo National 
Museum and the second of 
tolerance and openness, the 
tourism industry.

In the aftermath of the Septem-
ber 11, 2001, attacks on the United 
States, I had a conversation with a 
prominent US senator. To his 
question as to what could be the 
best response to this tragedy, I said 
“cultural exchanges.” 

The more one’s cultural identity 
is presented and acknowledged for 
its values, symbols and the 
differences it carries, the more a 
person would feel open to accept-
ing another’s cultural identity.

No matter how many terrorist 
attacks occur, our humanity will 
never allow us to accept them or 
even get used to them. They do 
reinforce our determination to 
seek more tolerant and accepting 
societies and to enhance our 
cultural richness as expressed 
through our diversity.

We must understand, however, 
that if we consider diversity as a 
wealth and a vector for cultural 
fulfilment, we need also to be 
aware that others view it as a 
threat: a threat to their security, 
well-being and national identity.

In the Mediterranean region, we 
face one of the most challenging 

and decisive moments in our 
recent history. In the southern 
Mediterranean, a new generation 
of young people are important 
actors of social change amid the 
rise of radical movements. At the 
same time, in the north, the 
turbulence of social and economic 
crises has led to xenophobic 
attitudes, religious intolerance 
and social rejection of foreigners.

The challenges posed by 
migration, managing internal 
agendas in Europe, the trivialisa-
tion of perceptions, the construc-
tion of stereotypes and the 
manipulation of religious and 
cultural issues increase the risk of 
intolerance and radicalisation and 
warn us of the reality we have to 
deal with to contain this sentiment 
that views diversity as a threat. 

The ideology of obscurantism — 
to which many youth, particularly 
in the Arab world are exposed 
today — is still carrying the day not 
for what it embodies but because 
there is no counter-ideology to 
challenge it and present a positive 
alternative and a fulfilling path-
way more in tune with the values 
of tolerance and mutual accept-
ance.

The European Union has 
understood that inter-cultural 
dialogue is the best tool in our 
hands today to push for the 
needed understanding. 

Several other organisations, 
such as UNESCO, the Council of 
Europe and the Anna Lindh 
Foundation, have stepped forward 
and are engaged in this endeavour. 
Intercultural dialogue is a vast 
domain as rich as it is complex. 
Culture is universal but not 
monolithic. It reflects the multi-
tudes of our being in adversity as 
promising and fulfilling as it is 
challenging. The late Senegal 
president Leopold Senghor 
encapsulated this when he said. 
“By living the particular to the full, 
we reach the dawn of the univer-
sal. A common civilisation 
naturally looks to the universal, 
and hence equality, while dialogue 
thrives on diversity, and hence a 
taste for difference.”

We are in a battle of wills, a 
battle of self-confidence and 
values waged in the field of 
tolerance, openness and culture 
and we need to understand the 
centrality of intercultural dialogue 
in this endeavour. 

Values such as equality, diver-
sity and participation enable 
dialogue to evolve from being a 
mere instrument of communica-
tion into a tool of interaction and 
exchange. The ownership of the 
values inherent to citizenship 
strengthens the prevailing need to 
build an active culture of dialogue 
shared particularly by youth.

Strengthening those instru-
ments to foster understanding, 
support intercultural skills and 
create opportunities for dialogue 
must be a priority.
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