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No end to ordeal of Iraq’s 
Yazidis a year after ISIS assault
Amman

Y 

azidis continue to face 
a bleak future in Iraq, 
a year after the Islamic 
State (ISIS) overran and 
plundered their north-

ern Iraqi towns, killed their men, 
enslaved their women and turned 
their children into ticking jihadist 
time bombs.

Their own existence is in peril 
under ISIS, which considers them 
infidels. Although Yazidis are mon-
otheists who believe in God as crea-
tor, their religion is based on am-
bivalent supernatural beings ruling 
Earth. Yazidis pray facing the sun 
and call themselves “children of 
the sun”, at variance with Muslim 
orthodoxy.

The situation of Yazidis is way 
down the list of Iraqi leaders’ pri-
orities. The country is struggling to 
survive an economic crunch caused 
by overspending and squandered 
oil wealth, coupled with ISIS con-
trol of territory and sectarian vio-
lence — Sunnis v Shias — ripping the 
nation apart.

Internationally, the United Na-
tions labelled ISIS’s war against the 
Yazidis “genocide” and a US-led air 
campaign attacked the militants. 
But little has been done beyond lip 

service since Yazidi towns, such 
as the ancestral hub of Sinjar, in 

northern Iraq were overtaken 
by ISIS in August 2014.

“When it comes to Yazid-
is, it’s only talk because it’s 
a closed community with 
little public exposure or 
influence and has its own 

religion, culture and tradi-
tion, which is alien to many,” 
said Iraqi political analyst 
Ahmed Haymen.

He said geopolitical rea-
sons contributed to the ab-

sence of a solution to the Yazidi 
quandary.

Topographically, Yazidi towns in 
northern Kurdish Iraq are encircled 
or sit atop mountains, with the ter-
rain forming an obstacle to land in-
vasions. 

Kurdish fighters in command 
of an area overlooking Sinjar say 
their battles with ISIS are limited to 
throwing hand grenades.

Politically, inter-Kurdish dis-
putes and concern over Iraq’s 
fragmentation have put the Yazidi 
problem on the back burner.

Haymen said Sinjar and other 
Yazidi towns could return to the 
limelight when the Iraqi Army 
launches a long-awaited battle 
to recapture the northern city of 
Mosul, Iraq’s second largest city, 
which fell to ISIS in June 2014.

“Until Mosul’s liberation and the 
other factors are realised, the battle 
to recapture Sinjar will remain un-
known and unpredicted,” Haymen 
said.

Meanwhile, a defiant princess 
from a royal Yazidi family from 
northern Iraq said she would con-
tinue campaigning until her peo-

ple’s plight improves and ISIS is out 
of Sinjar.

“Our activities will continue una-
bated inside and outside our home-
land and in every corner of earth,” 
Princess Auroba Bayzid Esmail Beg 
told The Arab Weekly in a tele-
phone interview from her adopted 
home in Germany. 

“We neither can go silent, nor 
can we allow our cause to be for-
gotten,” she said.

Jamal J. Halaby, based in Jordan, 
is the Levant section editor for The 
Arab Weekly and has covered the 
Middle East and North Africa for 
nearly three decades.
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‘Supergiant’ gas find gives Egypt hope, Israel concerns

Cairo

T 

he just-discovered Zohr 
project “supergiant” 
natural gas field in the 
Mediterranean could ease 
energy shortages in Egypt 

and turn Cairo into a net gas export-
er while dampening Israeli hopes 
for expanding Middle East markets 
for its own supplies.

Italian energy company Eni said 
a field containing potential reserves 
of 850 billion cubic metres was 
found about 180 kilometres off the 
Egyptian coastal city of Port Said. 
The field is expected to be produc-
ing natural gas in about three years.

Eni Chief Executive Officer Clau-
dio Descalzi, speaking on US cable 
network CNBC, said the discovery 
“is changing the game for Egypt” 
and could meet the country’s en-
ergy demands “for decades”.

Egypt has natural gas reserves of 
2 trillion cubic metres and produces 
127 million cubic metres of the fuel 
every day. It needs, however,  to 

meet daily demand of 200 million 
cubic metres of gas.

The Zohr field is expected to 
bridge the gap between production 
and consumption.

“Zohr is the largest gas discovery 
ever made in Egypt and in the Med-

iterranean Sea,” Eni said in a news 
release. “Eni will immediately ap-
praise the field with the aim of ac-
celerating a fast-track development 
of the discovery that will utilise at 
best the existing offshore and on-
shore infrastructures.”

The natural gas discovery was 
welcomed by Mohamed Abdul-
lah, a 32-year-old barber from Giza 
province.

“We will get rich,” Abdullah said, 
a smile growing across his face. 
“Sisi [Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi] will use the money 
coming from the field to feed the 
hungry.”

In Israel, Egypt’s north-eastern 
neighbour, the Zohr discovery is a 
source of worry, apprehension and 
even pessimism.

Israel was preparing to put it-
self on the map as a major natural 
gas producer after the discovery 
of huge natural gas reserves off its 
coast. The Leviathan and Tamar 
natural gas fields have total re-
serves of about 566 billion cubic 
metres.

Israel’s plans had been to export 
the gas to neighbouring countries, 
such as Jordan, and it was hoping 
energy-starved Egypt would also 
become a customer.

However, to use Descalzi’s im-
agery, the game is suddenly chang-
ing to Cairo’s benefit.

Egypt’s Zohr project lies in shal-

lower waters than Israel’s reserves, 
making site development much 
easier.

Leviathan and Tamar were dis-
covered in 2009 and 2010 but ex-
ploiting the resource has proved dif-
ficult. Tamar began producing gas 
in 2013; product from Leviathan is 
expected on the market in 2017.

But the Zohr find means that 
Egypt will have no need to import 
the gas from Israel, according to 
Mohamed Shoeib, the former head 
of the Egyptian state-owned Natu-
ral Gas Holding Company.

Amr Emam is a Cairo-based 
contributor to The Arab Weekly.
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The situation of 
Yazidis is way down 
the list of Iraqi 
leaders’ priorities

Italian energy 
company Eni said 
a field containing 
potential reserves 
of 850 billion cubic 
metres was found

Yazidi refugees in the southern Turkish town of Midyat.
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