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Europe unsure how to handle migrant crisis

Trump scoring points over Jeb Bush’s stands on Iraq

London

T 

he European Union is 
facing the biggest wave 
of mass migration since 
World War II but has been 
unable to field a unified 

vision to deal with it. Southern 
European countries are seeking 
to speed up the flow of migrants 
northward, while nations further 
north are beefing up border secu-
rity in preparation for additional 
waves of migrants.

Frontex, the European Union’s 
border agency, announced the 
number of migrants detected at 
EU borders in July surpassed the 
100,000 mark in a single month 
for the first time. It marked the 
third consecutive monthly record, 
surpassing the 70,000 recorded in 
June.

“This is an emergency situation 
for Europe that requires all EU 
member states to step in to support 
the national authorities who are 
taking on a massive number of mi-
grants at its borders,” said Frontex 
Executive Director Fabrice Leggeri.

German Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel has said the migration crisis is 

one of the major challenges facing 
the European Union, even bigger 
than the Greek debt crisis. “The 
issue of asylum could be the next 
major European project in which 
we show whether we are really 
able to take joint action,” she said 
to ZDF public television on August 
16th.

The unprecedented refugee in-
flux is not just due to desperate 
refugees fleeing war zones across 
the Middle East. Approximately 
half of the 300,000 asylum applica-
tions Germany has received since 
the start of 2014 come from south-
east European countries, including 
Albania, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro 
and Serbia.

Those migrants are joining Syr-
ians, Afghans and others from 
outside of Europe fleeing violence. 
They use the well-worn southern 
European route through Greece, 
Macedonia and Serbia, seeking pas-
sage into Hungary, which is inside 
the EU Schengen zone. More than 
160,000 refugees have arrived in 
2015 in Greece, mostly crossing 
from Turkey.

Although Macedonia closed its 
borders with Greece on August 
23rd, it reopened the frontier af-
ter thousands of migrants defied a 
police blockade. Macedonian riot 
police, who were seen firing tear 
gas and stun grenades during the 
three-day blockade, are now help-
ing refugees cross into Serbia, in-
cluding setting up trains and buses.

Serbia has also devoted signifi-
cant resources to speed up the 
passage of migrants through the 
country, expediting the issuance of 
documents to refugees to legalise 
their transit.

“Police are working in three 
shifts, papers are being issued 
around the clock,” Serbian Defence 

Minister Bratislav Gasic said on Au-
gust 24th about the latest group 
of 5,000 refugees who entered the 
country. Documents allow them 
three days in Serbia during which 
most try to reach Hungary.

As for Hungary, southern Eu-
rope’s gateway to the Schengen 
zone, it has sped up construction of 
a 173-kilometre fence across its bor-
der with Serbia. More than 120,000 
migrants have travelled through 
Budapest in 2015 — triple the num-
ber seen in 2014.

Hungary in June suspended a key 
EU asylum rule that requires claims 
by migrants to be processed in the 
EU country in which they first ar-

rive, urging migrants to move to 
other countries in the documents-
free Schengen zone.

“The boat is full,” said govern-
ment spokesman Zoltan Kovacs on 
June 23rd.

 “We all wish for a European solu-
tion but we need to protect Hungar-
ian interests and our population.”

After making it into the Schengen 
zone, it is much easier for migrants 
to seek asylum in more affluent 

western and northern European 
countries, such as Germany.

Germany could see as many as 
800,000 migrants arriving in 2015, 
Interior Minister Thomas de Mai-
ziere acknowledged at an August 
19th news conference.

Germany received a record 
83,000 migrants in July, with de 
Maiziere predicting that record 
would be broken in August. It re-
mains the top destination for refu-
gees in Europe, receiving 43% of all 
asylum applications in the Euro-
pean Union.

“Germany cannot take 40% of 
all the asylum seekers forever,” de 
Maiziere warned.

Washington

B 

usinessman Donald 
Trump, seeing former 
Florida governor Jeb 
Bush as his main rival 
for the Republican Par-

ty nomination for president, has 
seized on the Iraq war of 2003 as 
one way to weaken his opponent 
and this strategy is succeeding.

Bush is the favourite of the Re-
publican establishment and has 
raised the most money ($120 mil-
lion) of the Republican candidates 
but Trump continues to outpoll 
him.

The problem for Bush is how to 

show he is his “own man” while not 
disowning the legacy of his brother, 
George W. Bush, in the process. He 
has had trouble answering a ques-
tion on whether he would have at-
tacked Iraq in 2003, giving at least 
three different answers to the ques-
tion.

During the August 6th Republi-
can presidential debate, he seemed 
to have settled the question by an-
swering, “Knowing what we know 
now, with faulty intelligence, and 
not having security be the first pri-
ority when — when we invaded, it 
was a mistake.”

Yet, in a foreign policy speech 
at the Reagan Library in California 
on August 11th, Jeb Bush appeared 
to express the sentiment that, at 
a certain point, the Iraq war was 

won. He stated: “Yet in a long ex-
perience that includes failures of 
intelligence and military setbacks, 
one moment stands out in memory 
as the turning point we had all been 
waiting for. And that was the surge 
of military and diplomatic opera-
tions that turned events towards 
victory. It was a success, brilliant, 
heroic and costly.”

In a speech in New Hampshire 
on August 14th, Trump hit back 
hard at Bush’s qualified support 
for the Iraq war. Trump said  Bush 
“thought the Iraq war was a good 
thing” and made fun of his chang-
ing positions. Trump reminded his 
audience that he had opposed the 
war from the beginning and “I was 
right”.

The war, Trump said, cost the 

United States “$2 trillion” and 
“thousands of lives of great young 
people” and the United States got 
“nothing” from it. Trump added 
that he was not a fan of Saddam 
Hussein but Saddam “ran the place 
and didn’t have [weapons of mass 
destruction]”.

Now “we have ISIS [the Islamic 
State], which is far more brutal 
than Saddam Hussein” and “Iran 
is taking over Iraq”. Moreover, he 
claimed, ISIS “has the oil” along 
with thousands of pieces of expen-
sive US military equipment aban-
doned by the new Iraqi army.

Trump reminded the audience 
that former president George W. 
Bush said the “war is over” — prob-
ably a reference to his “Mission Ac-
complished” speech — and “two 
days later it [the war] was a disas-
ter”.

Trump clearly wants to link Jeb 
Bush to the failures of his brother 
and the negative feelings many 
Americans have toward profes-
sional politicians. In the midst of 
his criticism of the Iraq war, Trump 
threw in the line that “we have stu-
pid leadership”.

Trump’s bombastic language irks 
the Republican establishment but 
Trump is successfully tapping into 
a sentiment — not just with Demo-
crats and independents but also 
among a significant segment of 
Republicans – that the Iraq war of 
2003 was a very costly misadven-
ture that destabilised the Middle 
East.

In his August 14th speech, Trump 
not only implied that having an-
other Bush as president would be 

bad for the country but that he 
(Trump) would only use force in a 
smart way. Trump was applauded 
when he said the United States 
“shouldn’t have gone in” to Iraq, 
and, in reference to military force, 
said, “You have to know when to 
use it.”

Jeb Bush has dismissed Trump 
as having no coherent policies. He 
claims that, unlike Trump, he has 
outlined a strategy to deal with the 
threat from ISIS. But the shadow 
of his brother’s decision to invade 
Iraq has made many Republican 
voters skittish about supporting 
him.

And Bush remains heavily de-
pendent on his family’s connec-
tions for campaign donations, 
while billionaire Trump can eas-
ily finance his own campaign. The 
Washington Post reported on Au-
gust 21st that Bush was planning 
a major campaign donor retreat in 
late October that would include his 
parents and his brother.

Polls in New Hampshire (which 
hosts the first primary elections) 
indicate that, among Republicans, 
Trump leads with 18%, followed by 
Bush with 13% and Ohio Governor 
John Kasich is third with 12%.

Given Trump’s pounding of Bush 
on the Iraq war, it is not a coinci-
dence that Kasich said in a recent 
interview: “I would have never 
committed ourselves to Iraq.” In 
fact, at the time Kasich strongly 
supported the war.

Gregory Aftandilian is an 
associate of the Middle East 
Center at the University of 
Massachusetts-Lowell and is 
a former US State Department 
Middle East analyst.
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Jousting. Republican US presidential candidates Donald Trump (L) and Jeb Bush at the first 
presidential debate, in August 6, 2015 in Cleveland, Ohio.
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