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Jabal Akhdar, Oman

U 

ntil a few years ago, en-
try to Jabal Akhdar — 
the “Green Mountain” 
— the most spectacular 
spot in Oman’s Al Hajar 

mountain chain, was forbidden to 
foreigners and Omanis who did not 
live there.

At 3,009 metres above sea level 
Jabal Shams is the tallest peak in 
the Arabian peninsula. The area 
was the cradle of a 1950s rebellion 
against the rule of Sultan Said, the 
father of current ruler Sultan Qa-
boos bin Said Al Said.

The once barely accessible moun-
tainous area, 150 kilometres from 
Muscat has since become an easy 
ride, following a major urbanisation 
development on Sayq plateau at 
2,000 metres, which led to the rise 
of a modern village, Sayh Qatanah.

The new setting is equipped with 
modern infrastructure, including 
asphalt roads, electricity, water, 
internet connections, schools and 
clinics — a total change from the 
lifestyle of the past.

“We moved from our village in 
the wadi 17 years ago,” Musabbah 

al-Shraiqi said. “Many people did 
the same, resettling on the plateau, 
where life is much more comfort-
able. They would never go back to 
their previous lifestyle.”

Shraiqi is among hundreds of in-
habitants who left villages along 
the wadi at the foot of the majes-
tic mountain. The villages there 
had terraced fields planted with 
pomegranate, date and peach trees, 
which provided income for the resi-
dents.

Many of the gardens there are 
now in disrepair because much of 
the new generation find it difficult 
to work the land, especially when 
access to the hamlets is possible 
only by mule or by walking on an-
cient donkey trails that take at least 
two hours to traverse.

Shraiqi, however, is among the 
exceptions.

“I will never let the gardens of 
my ancestors die,” said the 32-year-
old from Masirat al-Shreeqiyeen, 

a spectacular village built into the 
rocky mountain on the edge of a 
cliff.

“Together with my younger 
brother, Nasser, we come every 
weekend to take care of the trees 
and to repair the walls of the ter-
races when they are damaged from 
the rains or other natural reasons,” 
Shraiqi said while planting garlic.

“We are proud of what our grand-
parents built and we are not ready 
to leave it,” said Nasser al-Shraiqi 
as he showed his organically grown 
sweet potatoes, pomegranate and 
banana trees.

“The pomegranates of Jabal 
Akhdar are the best on Earth! Our 
neighbours from the Gulf countries 
are crazy about the Omani pome-
granates and it is a good income 
for us during the summer,” Nasser 
Shraiqi added.

In the last few years, the region 
has increasingly opened to visitors. 
Consequently, the number of tour-
ists from Gulf countries, seeking a 
cooler summer climate, increased. 
Temperatures on the plateau rarely 
exceed 30 degrees Celsius in sum-
mer.

Musabbah and Nasser al-Shraiqi 
sell a lot of their produce to tourists 
visiting Sayh Qatanah, now home 
to 2,200 inhabitants, former resi-
dents of the wadi villages.

The exodus from the wadi took 
place gradually over more than 
20 years, as urban development 
took shape, Musabbah Shraiqi ex-
plained.

Until the end of the 20th century, 
the inhabitants of Jabal Akhdar di-
vided their time between the wadi 
and the mountain tops. “During 
winter, they would stay in the vil-
lages in the wadi because it is less 
cold but in summer they move to 
the high mountain spots, seeking 
the cool weather,” Musabbah Shrai-
qi said. Today, they are settled per-
manently on the plateau.

Most young people from Jabal 
Akhdar, which was the bastion of 
the 1958 “Green rebellion” that re-
jected the sultan’s rule, are enrolled 
in the country’s police force and 
army.

“I work for the Sultan’s armed 
forces, a secure job which ensures 

me a salary at the end of the month,” 
said Yaacoob al-Jamoudi, 20, from 
Aaqabat al Biyout. “My parents 
moved to the mountain when I was 
a small child, after the government 
built the road and brought the elec-
tricity to the plateau.”

Home to some of the world’s old-
est trees, including 3,000-year-old 
juniper and olive trees, Jabal Akh-
dar was declared a protected natu-
ral reserve in 2011. It has a pleasant 
Mediterranean climate in which 
grapes, peaches, pomegranates — 
fruits otherwise not found in the 
country — flourish.

The region is also famous for its 
roses, from the petals of which 
rosewater is distilled in late April 
and May.

A walk through the terraced fields 
along the narrow walls of the falaj 
(ancient water canal) is a unique ex-
perience. A fantastic view over the 
surrounding mountains opens up 
before visitors, giving an instruc-
tive insight into the life of the peo-
ple in this remote region.

“Come on! Bring more stones,” a 
voice barked. An old man shouted 
orders to his grandchildren while 
showing them how to build a wall 
on the side of the road in Aaqabat 
al Biyout.

“They have to learn how to build 
and how to farm. This new genera-
tion is so lazy! At their age we were 
even capable of building houses 
and walls for the garden from 
stones,” said the man, pointing at 
his 12-year-old grandson.

“If they continue in this direc-
tion, we will lose our identity, we 
will lose our wealth in the wadi,” he 
added.

Khaled Abdel Malek, a Lebanese 
explorer and nature lover, is a 
contributor to The Arab Weekly 
based in Oman.
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Cairo, Egypt: 
Through August 28th

The Wafaa Al-Nil Festival (Fi-
delity of the Nile) is an annual 
celebration to remember the 
ancient Egyptian veneration of 
the Nile. Celebrations include 
art competitions for children, 
poetry readings, concerts and 
scientific discussions.

Batroun, Lebanon: 
Through August 29th

The Batroun International Festi-
val 2015 includes several artistic 
and cultural activities in addi-
tion to local and international 
concerts and shows.  Charles 
Aznavour and other well-
known singers will perform in 
this year’s edition.

Djerba, Tunisia: 
Through September 6th

The first Djerba Summer Festi-
val is a month-long assortment 
of events catered to diverse 
audiences. Musical events 
including live bands and DJ per-
formances. Plays, film projec-
tions, comedy shows and dance 
performances are also set for 
the Yadis Djerba Hotel starting 
at 2pm daily.

Beiteddine, Lebanon: 
Through September 8th

The Beiteddine Art Festival in 
the Chouf mountains show-
cases a variety of performances, 
from opera and concerts to 
theatre and art exhibitions. 
More than 50,000 visitors are 
expected. In its 30th edition, 
the festival is to host the tenor 
Juan Diego Florez, soprano 
Anna Netrebko, Marcel Khalife, 
Kadhim Al Sahir and others.

Tangier, Morocco: 
September 9th-13th

The TanJazz Festival, in its 16th 
edition, includes renowned 
international and local jazz 
artists for one of Morocco’s 
premier cultural events. During 
five days, visitors will have 
the opportunity to attend free 
street performances, free dance 
courses and jazz concerts.

Amman, Jordan: 
Through September 18th

Souk Jara offers street exhibi-
tions featuring food, books, 
clothes, handicrafts, antiques 
and paintings. The souk takes 
place along Rainbow Street in 
Jabal Amman. Every Friday 
people attend musical events, 
public jam sessions, talent 
shows, magic acts and other 
stage performances at Souk Jara 
Theatre.

Dubai, UAE:
September 14th-20th

The 8th edition of the Dubai 
International Dance Festival is 
a multi-art event that attracts 
classical dance institutions, 
academies, youth orchestras, 
bands and music ensembles 
from around the region and the 
world.
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Maseerat al Shreeqiyeen.

Maseerat al Shreeqiyeen.Terraced gardens of Maseerat al Jawameed.


