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T 

he world has never been 
more concerned about 
Islamic extremism than 
it is today, polling data 
from the Pew Research 

Center revealed.
The data, published July 16th, 

indicate that concern of Islamic 
extremism is trending upwards 
not just in the West, but also 
among Arab and Muslim states, 
following the rise of the Islamic 
State (ISIS).

Since 2011, the percentage of 
people who say they are “very 
concerned” about Islamic extrem-
ism in their own country increased 
across the board in the West; by 
38% in France; 29% in Spain; 21% 

in the United Kingdom; 20% in 
Germany; and 17% in the United 
States.

According to the Pew findings, 
67% of those asked in France say 
they are “very concerned” about 
domestic Islamic extremism while 
the figure was 61% in Spain, 52% 
in the United Kingdom, 42% in 
Germany and 53% in the United 
States.

On average, the Pew survey in-
dicated that more than half of re-
spondents (52%) in nine Western 
countries said they were “very 

concerned’ about the threat of Is-
lamic extremism. This is a dramat-
ic increase that coincides with the 
rise of ISIS and unrest across the 
Middle East, particularly consid-
ering that fear of Islamic extrem-
ism had trended downwards from 
2006-11.

In every country that was sur-
veyed, fears of ISIS were tied close-
ly with fear of Islamic extremism 
in general. The demographic 
breakdown of the data reveals 
that older people are more likely 
to express concern about Islamic 
extremism than younger genera-
tions, while women respondents 
say they are more concerned than 
men about Islamic extremism in 
the majority of Western countries 
surveyed.

Among US respondents, Repub-
licans, women, older people and 
those who identified themselves 
as religious expressed more con-
cern about Islamic extremism, the 
survey revealed.

As for the Arab and Muslim 
world, there was less concern 
about Islamic extremism and ISIS 
when compared to the Western 
countries polled, although the 
Pew survey did not encompass 
states, such as Syria and Iraq, 
where ISIS is present  or where ISIS 
has carried out major attacks, such 
as Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

In Lebanon, where millions of 
refugees have settled after flee-
ing ISIS from Syria, stated concern 
about Islamic extremism stands 
at 67% — the same percentage as 
France. 

The only country that scored 
higher was Nigeria (68%), home 
to the Boko Haram terrorist group, 
which pledged allegiance to ISIS in 
March.

The breakdown in the data from 
Lebanon shows heightened fears 
of Islamic extremism across reli-
gions as 70% of Lebanese Chris-
tians asked said they were “very 
concerned” about Islamic ex-
tremism, while 66% of Lebanese 
Shia and 60% of Sunnis said the  
same.

One anomaly was Turkey, which 
evidenced the least concern to-
wards Islamic extremism among 
the countries polled despite shar-
ing a border with ISIS-controlled 
territory in Syria. 

According to the data, 19% of 
those asked in Turkey said they 

were “very concerned” about Is-
lamic extremism and even fewer 
said they were concerned about 
the threat of ISIS.

The results of the poll were pub-
lished four days before a major 
ISIS attack on a Kurdish cultural 

centre in the south-eastern city 
of Suruç close to the Syrian bor-
der that resulted in the death of at 
least 27 people. The Pew Research 
Center polled more than 21,000 
people across 21 countries from 
April 5 through May 21.

Amman

T 

he man who killed four 
US Marines and a sailor in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
before dying in a shoot-
out with police had trav-

elled to Qatar and possibly Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey during a seven-
month visit to the Middle East in 
2014, a relative and two hard-line 
Islamist officials said.

US investigators are searching for 
a motive in the July 16th killings 
carried out by Kuwaiti-born Mu-
hammad Youssef Abdulazeez, 24, 
according to a Jordan-based West-
ern diplomat.

“US law enforcement officials are 
trying to determine if the shooter 
contacted jihadists during his trip 
to Doha,” the diplomat said. He de-
clined to provide other information 
or to be identified further, citing the 
sensitivity of his information.

However, two Islamist officials 
and a relative in Jordan — all three 
insisting on anonymity — said Ab-
dulazeez may have also travelled 
to Turkey and Saudi Arabia in 2014. 
The three said Abdulazeez’s mater-
nal uncle in Jordan was summoned 
for questioning on those trips and 
other information he may have on 
the shooter’s motive.

But lawyer Abed al-Kader Ahmad 
al-Khateeb said the uncle, Assad 
Ibrahim Assad Haj Ali, was detained 
a day after the attack. Khateeb said 
that his client, also a naturalised 
US citizen of Jordanian-Palestinian 
origin, was initially questioned and 
released.

“But intelligence agents came to 
his house the same night, searched 
it, confiscated his cell phone, desk 
computer and laptop and arrested 
him for further questioning on July 
17th,”  Khateeb told The Arab Week-
ly.

The lawyer said the suspect 
stayed with Haj Ali and worked in 
the uncle’s small shop selling cell 
phone handsets in the low-income 
Amman neighbourhood of Deraa 
Gharbi throughout his seven-month 
visit last year.

“He didn’t go on trips abroad nei-
ther to Qatar, nor elsewhere when 
he was in Jordan,” Khateeb said. He 
described Abdulazeez as an “aver-
age person, not a devout Muslim 
who had no beard when he was in 
Jordan, as his relatives say”.

However, one of the Islamists, 
whose group is banned in Jordan, 

said local authorities had “told the 
uncle that they are investigating 
the shooter’s possible trips to Sau-
di Arabia or Turkey, where he may 
have slipped into Syria or Iraq to 
meet with jihadists”.

He said the shooter had no affili-
ation with radical groups in Jordan.

Jordanian officials declined to 
provide details on their investiga-
tion, except to say that they have 
been approached by the US Federal 
Bureau of  Investigation (FBI) for in-
formation on Abdulazeez.

Abdulazeez visited his maternal 
uncle in 2014, according to the rela-
tive. He said the shooter also visited 
Jordan and Kuwait in 2010.

“There was no indication that he 
was radicalised,” the relative said. 
He said he believed the shooter 
was “unhappy with his job in the 
United States and was feeling very 
depressed and anxious over his fu-
ture”.

In a statement to the media, a rep-
resentative for Abdulazeez’s family 
in the United States said the shooter 
was sent on the trip to visit family in 
Jordan to help him cope with crush-
ing debt and suicidal thoughts as 
well as drug and alcohol abuse.

In the weeks leading up to the 
shooting, Abdulazeez was report-
edly having trouble handling his 12-
hour night shifts at his new job for 
a company that designs and makes 
wire and cable products. He began 

taking sleeping tablets, the rep-
resentative said, and was abusing 
painkillers and preparing to file for 
bankruptcy.

A diary from 2013 seized by 
the FBI described Abdulazeez’s 
thoughts of self-harm and “becom-
ing a martyr”, although a friend told 
CNN that Abdulazeez had described 
extremists such as the “Islamic 
State (ISIS)” as “doing wrong” and 
being “completely against Islam”.

The family representative reiter-
ated that although he was troubled, 
Abdulazeez had shown no signs 
of becoming radicalised. The fam-
ily admitted, however, that he was 
“susceptible to bad influences” and 
had been sent on his visit to Jordan 
to get him away from friends who 
they believed were corrupting him.

US court records, however, re-
veal a volatile family life in a 2009 
request for divorce filed by his 
mother, which she later dropped. 
Abdulazeez was arrested April 20th 
of this year for driving under the 
influence of alcohol, an event that 
made him sink further into depres-
sion, according to friends talking to 
US-based newspapers.

Abdulazeez was born in Kuwait 
on September 5, 1990, according to 
Kuwait’s Interior Ministry, which 
said he was a Jordanian citizen. Jor-
danian security officials, however, 
said the shooter was not a citizen, 
but rather a Palestinian from the 

West Bank town of Nablus who car-
ried a temporary Jordanian travel 
document. The officials said he was 
born to Mohammad Youssuf Saeed 
Haj Ali but that his father changed 
his name to Abdulazeez in 1990.

US law enforcement officials said 
the shooter was a naturalised US 
citizen.

Linda Z. Maayah is an Arab Weekly 
contributor based in Jordan, 
where she has been covering 
security issues for 19 years.
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Concern about Extremism Rising 
in West, but Falling in russia
Very converned about Islamic extremism in Our country

France  32   30   29   67   +38

Spain  43 35 32 61 +29

UK  34 35 32 61 +21

Germany 35 40 26 46 +20

U.S.  31 38 36 53 +17

Italy  - - - 53 -

Australia - - - 48 -

Canada 22 - - 33 -

Poland 7 - - 22 -

Russia  52 40 35 23 -12

Source: Spring 2015 Global Attitudes survy.Q23.
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Western Nations More Worried about 
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Significant Muslim Populations
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Question wording: “How concerned, if at all, are you 
about Islamic extremism in our country these days? 
Are you very concerned, somewhat concerned, not 
too concerned, or not at all concerned about Islamic 
extremism in our country these days?”

Source: Spring 2015 Global Attitudes survey. Q23.
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