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S 

enior Tunisian officials 
visited London to offer 
their condolences for the 
deaths of 30 Britons killed 
in the June 26th terrorist 

attack on the beach resort of 
Sousse and to try to persuade the 
British government to lift its advice 
against travelling to the North 
African country after new security 
measures were put in place.

The speaker of the Tunisian 
parliament, as well as the ministers 
for Transport and Tourism, had a 
series of meetings with Britain’s 
Foreign Office and the speaker of 
the House of Commons. A member 
of the Tunisian delegation said no 
reassessment of Britain’s position 
is expected before the autumn.

Britain’s Foreign Office warned 
against travel to Tunisia after a 
gunman linked to the Islamic State 
(ISIS) massacred 38 people at the 
Imperial Marhaba hotel in Sousse. 
Thirty of the victims were British 
nationals.

The Sousse attack came three 
months after 20 foreign tourists 
and two Tunisians were murdered 
in an attack on the Bardo National 
Museum in Tunis, an assault also 
claimed by ISIS.

That the Sousse attack could 
occur so soon after the Bardo 
killings raised questions inside 
Britain as to why no adequate 
security precautions were taken at 
the Sousse beach resorts and why 
the British Foreign Office had not 
warned against travel to Tunisia 
sooner.

The Tunisian delegation was 
reportedly informed by British 
officials that the UK advice against 
all but essential travel to Tunisia 

is likely to remain in place until 
a wide-ranging review of the 
situation there is undertaken this 
autumn.

British Foreign Secretary Philip 
Hammond said, however, that if 
the proper measures were taken 
by Tunisian authorities a change of 
advice is possible “within weeks”.

Members of the Tunisian 
delegation were keen to impress 
upon their hosts that security in 
Tunisia had improved in the wake 
of the Sousse attack.

“The government has taken 
all measures in order to reassert 
the security of all visitors,” said 
Mohamed Ennaceur, speaker of the 
Tunisian parliament. “We are here 
to reassure visitors that Tunisia 
will continue to be a country of 
peace and of security.”

The importance of Tunisia 
remaining a stable and successful 
example to other Arab states was 
also stressed by the delegation. 
Tourism represents 7% of Tunisia’s 
gross domestic product and 
employs 400,000 people from 
a population of 11 million, and 
there is concern in both Tunisia 
and Britain that the Sousse assault 
could damage an economy already 
struggling to recover from the 
convulsions of the “Arab spring”.

“At stake is democracy in the 
Arab and Muslim world,” said 
Tunisian Transport Minister 
Mahmoud Ben Romdhane. “In this 
region you have only two models: 
the Daesh model and, in front of 
this model, the Tunisian model… 
My hope and my feeling is that 
the oldest democracy, Britain, and 
the newest democracy, Tunisia, 
will stand together in solidarity… 
Together we can fight terrorism.”

Daesh is the Arabic acronym for 
ISIS.

“The terrorists behind the 
Sousse attack wanted to destroy 

tourism because, in their narrow 
vision of the world, there should be 
no bridge between nations. They 
should not and shall not succeed,” 
said Tourism Minister Salma 
Elloumi.

While the Tunisian delegation 
was in London, Tunisian Prime 
Minister Habib Essid met with 
Hammond in Brussels, where 
EU ministers pledged to increase 
political and economic support to 
Tunisia.

“What I have said to the Tunisian 
PM is we need to see some progress 
on the ground — I’m not suggesting 
in any way they are dragging their 
heels, they are doing a thorough 
investigation — but we need to 
see some progress in exposing the 
full extent of this network behind 
these attacks,” Hammond told the 
Daily Mail newspaper.

“And we need to see some 

progress on reassurance measures, 
more checkpoints, more static 
guarding, more entrance controls 
to hotels and they have got all that 
on board and they are telling us 
they are committed to doing it.

“So we will look forward to those 
advances. I’ve said that as soon as 
there has been further progress that 
gives us more confidence that the 
threat is diminished, and further 
mitigation of security measures, 
then we will keep our travel advice 
under constant review.

“We’d like nothing better than 
to be able to give a green light for 
tourism but we can only do that 
when we are confident that it is 
safe.”

Regarding a possible time frame 
of the change on the travel advice, 
Hammond said: ‘If they [the 
Tunisian authorities] had some 
good luck on the investigation and 
were prepared to take the measures 
necessary to provide security 
assurance, I think it could even be 
weeks, certainly months.

“The problem is tour operators, 
having cancelled their season, are 
not likely to go back this year.

“Whether it is weeks or months, 
we are talking about Tunisia’s re-

emergence into the market for 
probably the winter season, as 
there is an over-winter business in 
Tunisia.”

Tunisia has been cooperating 
with EU members, especially 
Britain and France, to improve 
the professionalism of its security 
services and ensure that tourist 
sites are secured against further 
attacks.

“They want to see the results 
of the measures we have taken 
to secure tourist sites… We have 
taken measures with the British 
and other European states with 
complete transparency,” said 
Elloumi.

The security situation in Tunisia 
is, however, being adversely 
affected by the instability of the 
country’s neighbours. Tunisia 
shares a long and porous border 
with Libya, the site of the most 
active ISIS franchise outside of 
its Syrian and Iraqi heartlands. 
The attacks at both the Bardo 
and Sousse are believed to have 
received training in Libya.

Tunisian authorities have started 
work on a fence and trench barrier 
between Tunisia and Libya to 
prevent terrorist infiltration.
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T 

he European Union is 
considering sanctions 
against a number of key 
players in Libya’s politi-
cal crisis on the basis that 

they threaten the dialogue process 
led by UN Special Envoy Bernardi-
no Leon.

Although the European Un-
ion will not say who it has in its 
sights, it is widely reported that 
five names are being considered. 
These are: General Khalifa Haf-
tar, the commander in chief of the 
Libyan armed forces; his close col-
league Major-General Saqr Adam 
Geroushi, head of the Libyan air 
force; Abdurrahman Sewehli, who 
is both a boycotting member of the 
internationally recognised House 
of Representatives and of the con-
tinuing but unrecognised General 
National Congress (GNC); Salah 
Badi, the hard-line Misrata politi-
cal and military leader; and Abdul 
Rauf al-Manaie, also elected to the 
House of Representatives.

The latter three oppose the dia-
logue’s draft agreement, which 
was approved earlier in July.

The next step in the dialogue 
process is the selection of a prime 
minister and two deputy prime 
ministers to lead a Government of 
National Accord (GNA), which is 
supposed to return to Tripoli.

That is where the sanctioning of 
the latter three comes in. They are 
seen as potentially stopping that 
from happening.

Following the decision by a 
number of key elements (notably 
Misrata but also other towns in the 
west and south of the country) in 
the Libya Dawn alliance to back the 
dialogue and start making separate 
peace agreements with groups 
supporting the Libyan National 
Army (LNA), Badi set up a new 
hard-line military front in June to 
prevent more political problems. 

The aim of the Sumoud (Steadfast-
ness) Front, which is supported 
by Sewehli and Manaie, is to “pro-
tect” Tripoli from the LNA and any 
forces allied to it. Given their op-
position to the draft, that is seen as 
including opposition to the arrival 
of the GNA in the capital.

The inclusion of Haftar and Ger-
oushi in the list is less clear-cut and 
is seen primarily as an attempt by 
the European Union to “balance” 
its action by penalising both sides. 
Haftar and Geroushi are thought to 
have little confidence in the dia-

logue process although neither has 
come out against it or the draft

The only person that sanctions 
— asset freezes and travel bans — 
could hurt is Sewehli. He has lived 
in the United Kingdom for many 
years.

 His sons were born there and 
he reportedly recently bought a 
house there. None of the others 
are thought to have assets in Eu-
rope or plan to travel there in the 
near future.

Geroushi has publicly said that 
he has no bank accounts or assets 
abroad and no plans to visit Eu-
rope or leave Libya “until the ter-
rorists are defeated”.

Even in Sewehli’s case sanctions 
would probably be of little effect. 
Since he knows he is a potential 
target, it would be strange if he had 
not by now taken action to protect 
his interests.

There are other militia figures 
who would be expected to try 
to stop a GNA from operating in 
Tripoli and who have reportedly 
built up large fortunes that have 
been invested outside the country, 
including in the European Union, 
but they are not being mentioned 
in relation to sanctions as yet.

How far the EU plans succeed re-
mains to be seen.

Catherine Ray, the spokeswom-
an for the European External Ac-
tion Service (the European Union’s 
foreign policy office), confirmed 
that “the EU is prepared to adopt 
sanctions and has started to con-

sider some names. However, there 
is no confirmation on any names 
for the time being.”

She also said EU foreign policy 
chief Federica Mogherini believed 
“it would be better for such deci-
sion to be discussed in the frame-
work of the UN”.

In June, Sewehli’s name was one 
of two proposed to the UN Security 
Council for sanctioning in what 
was a clear bid to demonstrate that 
the United Nations was prepared 
to punish those who did not coop-
erate with its efforts to resolve Lib-
ya’s crisis. But it too opted for bal-
ance, treating both sides as equals, 
in this case equally reprehensible.

The other name was that of Zin-
tani militia leader Othman Milaiq-
tah, who is allied with the Libyan 
National Army. His inclusion led to 
the Libyan government to ask the 
Russians and the Chinese to veto 
the proposal, which they did.

Any attempt to have Haftar and 
Geroushi sanctioned through the 
United Nations will likely end the 
same way.

Michel Cousins is editor-in-chief 
of the Libya Herald.
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