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Historic deal is reached… now starts   the hard part

Highlights of the Iran nuclear deal

Vienna

I 

ran and six world powers on 
July 14th reached a landmark 
nuclear deal meant to curb 
Iran’s nuclear programme in 
exchange for economic sanc-

tions relief. A look at the main 
points:

Enrichment:
 Iran will reduce the number of 
uranium-enriching centrifuges it 
has from almost 20,000 to 6,104 
and reduce the number of those 
in use from nearly 10,000 to half 
that. It also commits to using only 
its current models, rather than 
more advanced centrifuges it had 
wanted to install.

Stockpile:
Iran committed to reducing its 
stockpile of enriched uranium from 
about 4,500 kilograms to 300 kilo-
grams for 15 years. US officials say 
that at this level it would take Iran 
more than a year to enrich enough 
uranium for a nuclear weapon.

Underground site:
Iran committed to convert its 
Fordo enrichment site — deep in a 

mountainside and thought imper-
vious to air attack — into a research 
centre.

Transparency:
Iran will give more access to its 
nuclear programme to the UN nu-
clear agency. If the agency identi-
fies a suspicious site, an arbitration 
panel with a Western majority will 
decide whether Iran has to give the 
agency access within 24 days.

Reactors and reprocessing:
Iran must redesign its nearly built 
reactor at Arak so it cannot pro-
duce plutonium for nuclear weap-
ons.

Sanctions:
All US and EU nuclear-related 
sanctions will be suspended after 
experts have verified that Iran is 
adhering to its commitments. If at 
any time Iran fails to fulfil its obli-
gations, those sanctions will snap 
back into place. An arms embargo 
will stand for five years and re-
strictions on Iran’s ballistic missile 
programmes for eight. Iran will get 
some access to restricted sensitive 
technologies.
(The Associated Press)

Washington

I 

s it “a historic deal that will 
prevent Iran from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon,” as US Presi-
dent Barack Obama declares, 
or “a historic mistake” as Israeli 

Prime Minister Binyamin Netan-
yahu argues? The one thing Obama 
and Netanyahu agree on is that the 
deal is “historic” and most observ-
ers would agree.

The agreement reached between 
Iran and the P5+1-Britain, China, 
France, Russia, the United States 
and Germany — came after several 
years of tough bargaining, which 
began with back — channel talks 
hosted by the Sultanate of Oman 
and ended over several tense weeks 
in which “deadlines” were repeat-
edly pushed back. Clearly, despite 
walkout threats and blustery rhet-
oric, both sides wanted an agree-
ment.

The agreement — officially the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
– runs 159 pages, including several 
annexes. The details buried in those 
pages will certainly provide much 
fodder for both supporters and op-
ponents of the agreement, most of 
whom staked out “pro” or “con” po-
sitions well before the outcome was 
known.

Key aspects of the agreement 
include:

• Strict oversight by the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
of Iran’s nuclear facilities, including 
“managed access” to Iranian mili-
tary bases, something Tehran had 
initially resisted.

• Phased-in sanctions relief for 
Iran, including the unfreezing of 
billions of dollars in Iranian assets 

held in Western financial institu-
tions. But the P5+1 nations retain 
the right to reimpose sanctions if 
violations by Iran are uncovered.

• A continued arms embargo 
against Iran for five years, although 
the UN Security Council would have 
the right to lift it earlier.

• Iran will reduce the number 
of centrifuges it holds from about 
19,000 to just more than 6,000.

The very first paragraph of the 
agreement text states, “Iran reaf-
firms that under no circumstances 
will Iran ever seek, develop or ac-
quire any nuclear weapons.” Ulti-
mately, the entire agreement will be 
judged on whether it achieves this 
goal.

As gruelling as the negotiations 
have been, in many ways the hard 
bargaining between US Secretary 
of State John Kerry and Iranian For-
eign Minister Mohammad Javad Za-
rif was the easy part. The game now 
shifts to Tehran and Washington, 
and powerful factions in each capi-
tal would love nothing more than to 
torpedo it.

Both the Iranian Majlis (parlia-
ment) and the US Congress must 
approve the agreement. As long as 
Iran’s supreme leader is support-
ive, the Majlis most likely will fall 
in line. Congress, however, is a dif-
ferent matter as almost all Republi-
cans and many Democrats have ex-
pressed scepticism, if not outright 
opposition, to the agreement.

US Senator Lindsey Graham, R-
S.C., said the agreement amounts 
to “a declaration of war against 
Israel and the Sunni Arabs”. Sena-

tor Robert Menendez, D-N.J., and 
ranking member Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee, said the agree-
ment “manages” Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme but does not get rid of it.

Even if Congress passes legisla-
tion rejecting the deal — after the 
60 days it has to debate it — Obama 
has said he would veto it. Congress 
could only override the president’s 
veto by a two-thirds majority vote, 
which seems unlikely.

In the final analysis, this agree-
ment only addresses issues in a very 
specific arena — nuclear power — 
and Iran’s compliance with its terms 
will only be apparent over time. 
Levels of mutual mistrust remain 
high. In that sense, it is by no means 
a “peace accord”. Iran and the West, 
especially the United States, remain 
at odds over a host of issues, includ-
ing Iranian support for international 
terrorism and regional insurgen-
cies.

The fact that the United States 
and the other P5+1 states devoted so 
much diplomatic energy to achiev-
ing this agreement in itself elevates 
Iran’s status. Add to that the easing 
of sanctions and unfreezing of bil-
lions of dollars in assets and there 
is no doubt that Iran will emerge 
stronger.

The yet-to-be-answered question 
is, will Iran use its new status and 
resources to develop its stagnant 
economy and fulfil its people’s de-
sire to engage peacefully with the 
world? Or will it “pocket” this deal 
and use the benefits it achieved to 
pursue regional hegemonic dreams?

The answer to those questions 
will become clear over the next dec-
ade.

Mark Habeeb is East-West editor 
of The Arab Weekly and adjunct 
professor of Global Politics and 
Security at Georgetown University 
in Washington.

Mark Habeeb

Will Iran “pocket” 
this deal and use the 
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to pursue regional 
hegemonic dreams?

Reliving Munich in Vienna

H
ow fitting that US 
Secretary of State 
John Kerry’s nuclear 
deal with Iran 
should be signed in 
Vienna.

Vienna is the city of the An-
schluss — the forced union of 
Austria with Germany. It is the city 
that eagerly opened its gates and 
rapturously welcomed Adolf Hitler 
in March 1938. Half a year later 
Britain, the hyper-power of the 
day, solemnly assigned Czechoslo-
vakia to the same dark force.

Hitler had now, according to 
the rational calculations of British 
prime minister Neville Chamber-
lain and his foreign minister Lord 
Halifax, been drawn into a web of 
rational diplomatic cooperation 
with the Western democracies. 
Chamberlain, old fool that he was, 
was convinced he had won the 
hard-earned respect of the Nazi 
führer.

Hitler, of course, saw things rath-
er differently. “I saw my enemies 
at Munich,” he boasted afterwards. 
“They are worms.” Can anyone 
seriously doubt the ayatollahs of 
Tehran see their negotiating part-
ners from Washington in exactly 
the same way?

US President Barack Obama and 
Kerry are about to make the same 

fateful mistake as Chamberlain 
and Halifax. Filled with the same 
ignorance, vanity and boundless 
confidence in their own infallibil-
ity, they are about to throw their 
country’s security and that of their 
allies to the wolves, just as the Brit-
ish appeasers wrote off Czechoslo-
vakia.

There are several differences. 
Czechoslovakia had only been an 
independent democracy and ally 
of Britain and France for less than 
20 years when it was sold down the 
river at Munich. Saudi Arabia has 
been an ally of the United States 
for more than 80 years.

Britain protected the Gulf states 
for even longer. The United States 
took over that historic obligation 
in the 1970s. The US commitment 
to defend the Gulf in general and 
Kuwait in particular led to the fate-
ful first Gulf War to liberate Kuwait 

Martin Sieff

View point
Arab leaders 
warned 
clearly and 
repeatedly in 
vain against 
this suicidal 
folly

Obama administration is 
convinced that Tehran has 
become the magic key to 
peace in the Middle East

John Kerry with Javad Zarif in Vienna (AFP)

The reactor of the Bushehr nuclear power plant in the southern 
Iranian port town of Bushehr, 1200 km south of Tehran.

Critics question results.
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