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Tunisia attack vindicates Cameron on Islamists
London

T
he massacre of tourists in 
the Tunisian coastal resort 
of Sousse has given new 
impetus to the British gov-
ernment’s campaign against 

Islamist ideology, which is at the heart 
of its new counter-extremism meas-
ures.

The Islamic State (ISIS) claimed 
responsibility for the Sousse attack, 
in which 30 of the 38 victims were 
British citizens, making the atroc-
ity the most deadly attack on Brit-
ish citizens since the 2005 bombing 
of public transport by Islamist ter-
rorists in London in which 52 were 
killed.

In the wake of Sousse, British 
Prime Minister David Cameron 
placed a heavy emphasis on com-
bating the ideas that he says moti-
vate such acts of violence.

Addressing parliament, Cameron 
urged Britons to be “more intoler-
ant of intolerance”, drawing atten-
tion to the ideological dimension of 
Islamist terrorism and emphasising 
that “people who do these things 
do it in the name of a perverted and 
twisted ideology which hijacks the 
Islamic faith”.

The basis of the Conservative gov-
ernment’s approach is what Cam-
eron has termed a “full spectrum” 
response that fights both non-vi-
olent extremism as well as acts of 
violence.

Extremism is defined by the UK 
government as: “The vocal or active 
opposition to fundamental British 
values, including democracy, the 
rule of law, individual liberty and 
the mutual respect and tolerance of 
different faiths and beliefs. We also 
regard calls for the death of mem-
bers of our armed forces as extrem-
ist.”

This definition is strikingly broad 
and has been criticised by rights 
groups as amounting to the policing 
of individual beliefs but Cameron 
has argued forcefully for linking ex-
tremist ideas to violent acts of ter-
ror.

Cameron advocated such an ap-
proach in 2011 during a keynote 
speech at the Munich Security Con-
ference.

“As evidence emerges about those 
convicted of terrorist offences, it is 
clear that many of them were ini-
tially influenced by what some 
have called non-violent 
extremists and they 
then took those radi-
cal beliefs to the next 
level by embracing 
violence,” Cameron 
said.

The Conservative 
strategy to chal-
lenge non-violent 
extremism, how-
ever, was not fully 
implemented be-
cause of divisions 
within the previ-
ous government 
between the 
Conservative 
party and their 
Liberal Demo-
cratic coalition 
partners, as 
well as opposi-
tion within the 
Conservative 
party itself. 
Significantly, 
the most sen-
ior Muslim 
member of 
the Conserva-
tive Party, 
Sayeeda 
Warsi, was 
opposed to 
the approach.

Writing in 
the Guardian 
newspaper af-
ter her resignation 
from government in 
the summer of 2014, 
Warsi criticised the 

tendency “to view ever-increasing 
numbers of Muslim organisations or 
individual activists with suspicion”.

In March, Warsi attended an event 
in parliament hosted by Islamist ex-
tremist Azad Ali, who has expressed 
his “love” for ultra-extremist al-
Qaeda ideologue and terrorist An-
war Awlaki, who was killed by a 
US drone strike in 2011, and has at-
tended speeches by the high-profile 
al-Qaeda ideologue Abu Qatada.

Cameron responded to Warsi on 
the BBC radio show Today by saying 

that, in the wake of the Sousse at-
tack, the argument over his gov-
ernment’s counter-extremism 
strategy had decisively been 
won by those taking a tougher 
line with non-violent extrem-
ists.

“I have an honest disa-
greement with Sayeeda, 

with whom I have debated 
this many times,” the 

prime minister said. 
“My point is that we 

should engage with 
imams, with Mus-

lim communities, 
with Muslim or-
ganisations but 
we should have 
some basic rules 
in terms of our 
engagement. If 
organisations 
back extrem-
ist preach-

ers… then I 
think we have 

a serious prob-
lem.”

The goal of combating 
non-violent extremism is to 
make views associated with 
terrorism unacceptable, 
much as racism has become 
socially unacceptable in Brit-

ain over the last three decades.
One manifestation of the new 

approach, the so-called prevent 
duty, went into force July 1st. This 
requirement, part of the Counter-
Terrorism and Security Act of 
2015, imposes a legal obligation 
on a range of organisations — in-

cluding schools, local authorities, 

prisons, police and health bodies — 
to have “due regard to preventing 
people from being drawn into ter-
rorism”.

Security Minister John Hayes says 
the new obligation is “about pro-
tecting people from the poisonous 
and pernicious influence of extrem-
ist ideas that are used to legitimise 
terrorism”.

In schools, the prevent duty will 
require teachers to inform social 
services and the police if they en-
counter views and behaviour that 
may indicate a child is being drawn 
into extremism.

Christine Blower, general secre-
tary of the National Union of Teach-
ers, criticised the government’s 
approach as “causing significant 
nervousness and confusion among 
teachers… The prevent duty is felt 
by many teachers to be counterpro-
ductive and wide of the mark.”

The government appears un-
moved by such criticism of its strat-
egy, however, and has other meas-
ures in the pipeline designed to 
target Islamist thought by regulating 
spaces where Islamists are believed 
to propagate extreme views, such 
as informal sharia courts, unregu-
lated supplementary schools and 
the governing bodies of schools, 
all of which have been the subject 
of high-profile scandals involving 
Islamists in recent years. Planned 
measures include a government in-
vestigation into the application of 
sharia law in England and Wales, a 
national review of supplementary 
schools and a national database of 
school governors.

In his address to parliament, Cam-
eron indicated that the new pre-
vent duty was only a small part of a 
tougher approach and promised to 
“go further” in the coming weeks.

Tom Dinham is an Arab Weekly 
correspondent in London.
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he United Kingdom 
observed a minute of 
silence on July 7th, 
marking the tenth anni-
versary of the 7/7 attacks, 

just days after honouring the 30 
British victims of the Sousse attack 
in Tunisia.

The Islamic State (ISIS) attack 
June 26th on the Tunisian beach 
resort had been the largest loss 
of British life in a terrorist attack 
since the 7/7 bombings, which re-
sulted in the deaths of 52 London 
commuters.

“Ten years on from the 7/7 Lon-
don attacks, the threat from terror-
ism continues to be as real as it is 

deadly. The murder of 30 innocent 
Britons while holidaying in Tunisia 
is a brutal reminder of that fact. 
But we will never be cowed by ter-
rorism,” British Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron said in a statement.

Hashtag #Walktogether trended 
on July 7th and saw commuters 
post images of themselves on Lon-
don’s Underground and buses to 
honour the victims of the attack 
and express defiance towards the 
spectre of terrorism. Cameron and 
London Mayor Boris Johnson led 
a wreath-laying ceremony at the 
7 July Memorial in London’s Hyde 
Park. 

The ceremony saw dignitaries 
bow their heads before the memo-
rial’s 52 steel columns, each repre-
senting a victim killed by home-
grown al-Qaeda-inspired terrorists 

a decade ago.
Families of victims and survi-

vors of the attack gathered in Hyde 
Park to mark the occasion, with 
the names of the victims read out 
by attack survivor Tim Coulson. A 
special service was held at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, attended by leaders of 
London’s Christian, Jewish and 
Muslim communities. 

While Cameron and others ex-
pressed defiance, some remain 
haunted by the events of 2005. 
Emma Craig, who was 14 at the 
time of the attack, delivered an 
emotional speech at the Hype Park 
memorial. “All of us lost our inno-
cence that day… It may not have 
broken London but it did break 
some of us,” she said.

Four days earlier, the United 
Kingdom came to a standstill with 

a minute of silence to honour the 
British victims of the Sousse at-
tack, killed by an Islamic State 
(ISIS) gunman.

On July 7, 2005, four British Mus-
lims — Mohammad Sidique Khan, 
30; Shehzad Tanweer, 22; Hasib 
Hussain, 18; and Germaine Lind-
say, 19 — detonated bombs hid-
den in rucksacks on three Under-
ground trains and one bus, killing 
52 and injuring at least 700 others.

The attack on London by home-
grown terrorists with links to al-
Qaeda in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
saw the United Kingdom take re-
newed action to confront terror-
ism, including the introduction of 
a stronger anti-terror bill.

ISIS gunman Seifeddine Rezgui’s 
attack on tourists in Tunisia’s 
Sousse resort was met with wide-

spread condemnation, with calls 
for the United Kingdom to do 
more to counter ISIS at home and 
abroad. Cameron has pledged a 
“full spectrum response” to ISIS 
and UK Defence Secretary Michael 
Fallon called on the government to 
expand air strikes to include ISIS 
targets in Syria.

London saw increased security 
in the run up to the 7/7 anniversary 
amid fears of copycat attacks. The 
British capital had a major coun-
terterrorism exercise over 48 hours 
the week prior to the anniversary. 
Codenamed Strong Tower, the ex-
ercise incorporated thousands of 
police officers, soldiers, emergen-
cy service workers and intelligence 
officials and represented London’s 
largest counterterrorist exercise.

As for the state of security on the 
London Underground during the 
anniversary, Richard Jones, head 
of the London Underground’s 
Command and Control, said: “De-
velopments in technology, includ-
ing digital CCTV and upgraded 
radio communications, have im-
proved our ability to identify and 
respond to threats. 

Since 2005 we have increased 
the number of British Transport 
Police officers on the Tube by more 
than 40%, to 700.”
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