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Gulf show of unity after Kuwait attack

London

R
eeling from the tragic bomb-
ing that killed 27 and 
wounded 227 Shia worshi-
pers, Shia and Sunni Kuwaitis 
conducted joint Friday 

prayers in a unified stand aimed at 
rejecting sectarian violence and ter-
rorism.

The prayers in Kuwait were led by 
Sheikh Waleed al-Ali, a Sunni, who 
gave a sermon calling for national 
unity and the rejection of extrem-
ism in religion. “Extremism has led 
to this bloodshed,” Ali said, as Sunni 
and Shia worshippers stood beside 
each other, each praying according 
to their own tradition.

“Our message today is that Ku-
wait is united and nothing will ever 
succeed to divide us,” Abdullah 
Nuri, a Shia engineer, told Agence 
France-Presse. “The highly positive 
reactions by our Sunni brothers af-
ter the blast made us very satisfied.”

“This is proof that Sunnis and Shi-
as are the same and that they (ter-

rorists) will not succeed in dividing 
this country,” Kuwaiti Shia cleric 
Abdullah al-Nejada said.

Less than 24 hours after the June 
26th attack, billboards sprang up 
across Kuwait showing an image of 
a hand wrapped inside the Kuwait 

flag with the slogan “we stand as 
one” displayed beneath it.

Kuwaiti celebrities appeared in 
television announcements speak-
ing about unity, while four of the 
country’s best-known singers re-
corded and released a song within 

hours of the blast praising Kuwait’s 
history of coexistence. On July 3rd, 
a week after the attack at the Al 
Imam Al Sadeq mosque, Sunni and 
Shia Muslims prayed together in a 
show of unity.

The show of solidarity was also 
on display in Bahrain, where joint 
Sunni-Shia prayers were also held 
in Manama’s Grand Mosque on July 
3rd.

“Bahrainis have today set a mod-
el of unity in the face of conspira-
tors against the Arab and Islamic 
nations,” Justice and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Sheikh Khalid bin Ali al-
Khalifa said in a statement. He 
said that all mosques are for Allah 
Almighty, adding, “the extremist, 
wherever he is in Bahrain, will al-
ways find himself isolated.”

Twitter has become a battle-
ground in the fight against the Is-
lamic State (ISIS), with the hashtag 
“Before You Blow Yourself Up” go-
ing viral in the Gulf region. Gulf-
based Twitter users tweeted out 
Islamic texts condemning the ter-
rorist attacks and forbidding the 
killing of the innocent. However, 
ISIS supporters hijacked the “Before 
You Blow Yourself Up” hashtag with 
tweets justifying suicide bombings. 
In another show of solidarity, GCC 
interior ministers vowed to take a 
united stand against ISIS. 

In an emergency meeting in Ku-
wait on the same day of the unity 
prayers, the ministers “underscored 
the importance of coordination 
and cooperation in all measures 
and steps in confronting this seri-
ous epidemic … which is a threat to 
the security and stability of the GCC 
states”, said a statement issued af-
ter the meeting.

Officials also expressed sympa-
thy with Kuwait, which suffered the 
worst terrorist attack in its history.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf 
section editor of The Arab Weekly.

Sunni and Shia worshippers attend joint Friday prayers in Kuwait 
on Friday, July 3, 2015.
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“Our message today 
is that Kuwait is 
united and nothing 
will ever succeed to 
divide us”
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Turkey masses troops on Syria border

Istanbul

A
s Turkey prepares for a 
possible intervention in 
neighbouring Syria with 
more than 60,000 soldiers 
deployed along its south-

ern border, the opposition in Ankara 
is accusing the government of over-
stepping its mandate by planning 
a war despite having lost its par-
liamentary majority.

“I invite the government to show 
common sense,” Kemal Kilicdaro-
glu, the leader of the secularist 
Republican People’s Party (CHP), 
the biggest opposition bloc in  
parliament, told the Hurriyet 
daily. “I am warning [the govern-
ment] not to push Turkey into an 
adventure, because the price will 
be high.”

Selahattin Demirtas, leader of 
the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party (HDP), said the ruling 
Islamic-conservative Justice and 
Development Party (AKP) was 
governing the country “illegiti-
mately” because it lost its major-
ity in parliament in June 7th elec-
tions. 

Yusuf Halacoglu, a leading 
member of the right-wing Na-
tionalist Movement Party (MHP), 
a possible coalition partner of the 
AKP, warned the present AKP gov-
ernment, in office until a new cabi-
net can be formed, was not in a po-
sition to decide to take the country 
into war.

Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoğlu, the AKP leader, says 
Turkey is ready to defend its bor-

der with Syria as fighting rages be-
tween Kurdish militias, backed by 
US-led air strikes, and the Islamic 
State (ISIS) north of the ISIS “capi-
tal” of Raqqa, about 80 kilometres 
from the Turkish border.

ISIS retook the strategic town 
of Ain Issa, north of Raqqa, on 
July 6th but Kurdish forces were 
reported to have regained control 
of about a dozen villages that had 
fallen to ISIS. Fighting continued 
in Aleppo, 60 kilometres from the 
border, where rebels and Syrian 
government forces battle for con-
trol.

US President Barack Obama said 
his country was stepping up its air 
campaign against ISIS in Raqqa 
and elsewhere and sent his special 
envoy for the international anti-
ISIS coalition, retired US Marine 
Corps general John Allen, to An-
kara for talks.

According to news reports, the 
Turkish military, on orders by 
the Davutoğlu government, has 
65,000 soldiers in the border area. 
About 1,200 tanks, armoured ve-
hicles, howitzers and personnel 
carriers have been deployed in the 
area, the reports said.  

The build-up has led to specula-
tion that the government planned 
to intervene in Syria to push ISIS 
back and halt the advance of 
Kurdish forces that have made  
gains against extremists in the 
area.

Government critics say the AKP 
might be willing to risk war in 
Syria to strengthen its position 
ahead of possible fresh elections, 
perhaps in October or November, 
if attempts to form new a govern-
ment fail.

Fehim Tastekin, foreign editor 
of the news website Radikal, wrote 
recently that Turkish President  
Recep Tayyip Erdogan — the AKP 
and government supremo — was 
aware that Turkey’s Syria policy 
was in for a big change under a 
new government. This is why Er-
dogan wanted to make up for the 
AKP’s election defeat as “com-
mander-in-chief” in a Syria opera-
tion, he added.

An anonymous member of the 
Turkish leadership, who has been 
tweeting under the pseudonym 
“Fuat Avni” and previously cor-
rectly predicted several moves by 
Erdogan, wrote that the president 
wanted to cling to power by creat-

ing chaos in Turkey with the help 
of a military operation in Syria.

Thomas Seibert is an Arab Weekly 
contributor in Istanbul.
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A demonstrator in Istanbul holding placard reading 
"No war in Syria".
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