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he days before the deadline 
for reaching an agreement 
on Iran’s nuclear programme 
saw both Washington and 
Tehran digging in their 

heels. In Washington, this was led 
by opponents of the deal in Congress 
and among political commentators; 
in Iran, it was by the Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and the par-
liament, which vowed to “preserve 
the Iranian people’s nuclear achieve-
ments”.

Listening to the rhetoric com-
ing out of Tehran, one might have 
thought that the negotiations were 
just starting, not in their final days 
before a deadline.

Khamenei seemed to backtrack 
on the interim deal reached in April, 
saying economic sanctions against 
Iran should be lifted as soon as an 
agreement is signed, instead of 
after Iran’s compliance had been 
confirmed. He rejected the 10-12 
year freeze on nuclear research and 
development and refused to accept 
foreign inspections of Iran’s military 
sites.

Almost identical conditions were 
imposed by the Iranian parliament.

The Iranian government consid-
ered this a violation of the consti-
tution. Government spokesman 
Mohammad Bagher Nobakht said a 
bill before parliament would drag 
nuclear negotiations “to the street 
and the alleys of the bazaar”.

Khamenei’s speech drew strong 
reactions in Washington among 
those sceptical of a deal and bol-
stered the position of those who 
opposed a deal in the first place. 
Obama administration critics 
warned that the new Iranian hard-
line might prompt the administra-
tion to make further concessions.

US Senator Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee, said the admin-
istration has made “breathtaking 
concessions”. He warned the White 
House that there may be enough 

Democrats and Republicans to 
block the deal if Washington makes 
even deeper allowances to Tehran.

Corker said US Secretary of State 
John Kerry and the president’s in-
ner circle view an agreement as 
a “legacy issue” for US President 
Barack Obama and warned there 
is concern on “both sides of the 
aisle that [Obama] is willing to 
cross some lines that should not be 
crossed just to get a deal”.

White House spokesman Josh 
Earnest said Kerry and Obama will 
insist on what was agreed to in 
April. Moreover, two officials close 
to the negotiations told Bloomberg 
News that “the US is standing firm 
in insisting that Iran must grant ac-
cess and transparency so that the 
UN inspectors can verify that its nu-
clear programme is solely for peace-
ful purposes”.

Karim Sadjadpour, an Iran analyst 
at the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace, said that “in his 

26 years as supreme leader, Khame-
nei has prided himself on resistance 
against the US. At age 76, it’s not 
easy to abandon your life princi-
ples.”

There is also an impression in 
Tehran that the Obama administra-
tion is desperate for a deal, Sadjad-
pour said. “There is a valid concern 
that Khamenei feels overconfident 
that the US is committed to a deal 
and will not walk away from ne-
gotiations,” he said. “The question 
for Khamenei is which is more dan-
gerous: The economic risks of not 
signing a deal and remaining under 
sanctions or the political risks of 
signing a deal and potentially alien-
ating his hard-liner base?”

The debate in the United States 
spread to the high-profile lobby 
groups. Trita Parsi, president of the 
National Iranian American Council 
(NIAC), a leading defender of the 
deal, sent e-mail messages warning 
of “AIPAC’s plan to kill the Iran deal” 
and said: “This is the final battle that 
will decide between war or peace. 
Failure is not an option.” 

AIPAC — the politically power-
ful American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee — launched its own cam-
paign, calling on supporters to “back 
diplomacy by increasing pressure”.

AIPAC said: “Congress must con-
tinue to insist on a good deal that 
eliminates every Iranian pathway 
to a nuclear weapon” and that there 
must be unimpeded access by the 
United Nations to suspect sites, in-
cluding all military facilities; a full 
accounting by Iran of its prior weap-
onisation efforts; sanctions relief 
only after Iran has complied with its 
commitments; a deal that lasts for 

decades; and total dismantlement 
of Iran’s nuclear infrastructure.

Whether a deal was reached at 
the initial deadline is not as impor-
tant as what comes after the deal. 
After an expected extension, the 
deal most likely will be signed and 
Obama will claim another victory to 
his latest string of successes.

Obama has demonstrated skill, 
perseverance and resilience in get-
ting what he wants, and he has 
wanted this deal for a long time. He 
has shown that he can overcome 
strong opposition. But he cannot 
predict what Iran does after the deal.

Obama hopes that Iran will change 
but this is a very risky bet for the re-
gion. As Sadjadpour put it: “A nu-
clear deal with Iran is the wedding. 
The marriage will be assessed in the 
years to come.”
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orruption allegations 
against leading politicians 
have made a comeback as 
a hot political issue in 
Turkey and are likely to 

hound President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and his party for some time.

The corruption issue is thought 
to have played a role in weaken-
ing Erdogan’s Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AKP) in recent 
elections when it lost the parlia-
mentary majority it had enjoyed 

for more than 12 years. Opposition 
parties are expected to place the 
corruption issue on the agenda of 
the newly elected assembly, signal-
ling more trouble for the AKP.

Erdogan dismissed the accusa-
tions as a plot to damage the gov-
ernment. But even former presi-
dent Abdullah Gul, a co-founder of 
the AKP, has called for a thorough 
investigation of the corruption 
charges, which surfaced in Decem-
ber 2013.

The accusations centre on Reza 
Zarrab, a Turkish businessman 
of Iranian descent, who allegedly 
paid off government ministers in 
return for a free rein to conduct a 

high-volume gold trade with Iran.
Four AKP ministers resigned in 

connection with the claims. The 
AKP, using its majority in parlia-
ment, blocked efforts to force the 
four to court. In the wake of the 
allegations, thousands of prosecu-
tors and police officers were fired 
or reassigned before investigations 
by the judiciary were formally 
dropped.

While critics spoke of a cover-
up, Erdogan and the AKP said the 
accusations were part of a plot by 
Islamic preacher Fethullah Gulen, 
a former AKP supporter who has 
turned against Erdogan, to bring 
down the government. Gulen de-

nied the charges. Now the allega-
tions are making a comeback and 
even some of Erdogan’s supporters 
criticise the government for acting 
as if nothing had happened. 

An awards ceremony on June 
21st involving Zarrab is causing 
acute embarrassment for the AKP 
government, which remains in of-
fice until a new cabinet is estab-
lished.

Pictures of Zarrab receiving an 
award from Economy Minister Ni-
hat Zeybekci and Deputy Prime 
Minister Numan Kurtulmus made 
the front pages of many Turkish 
newspapers in recent days. Kur-
tulmus has since said he would not 
have attended the ceremony if he 
had known that he was to give an 
award to Zarrab.

“Reza Zarrab is one of the reasons 
why the AKP lost votes” on June 
7th, Abdulkadir Selvi, a columnist 
for the pro-Erdogan daily Yeni Sa-
fak, wrote on June 24th. “The only 
thing that was missing was Reza 
Zarrab receiving an award. Now 
that has been done as well.”

With scathing irony, Selvi added 
that the AKP should erect a monu-
ment in honour of Zarrab and use 
pictures of the four ex-ministers 
accused of corruption on campaign 
posters in the future.

Selvi is not the only pro-gov-
ernment voice calling the AKP’s 
handling of the affair into ques-
tion. Faruk Kose, a columnist of 
the Islamist Yeni Akit newspaper, 
told the T24 news portal that it 
was wrong for a minister to accept 
a $261,000 watch — allegedly from 
Zarrab — in a country where mil-
lions have to get by on a minimum 
wage of roughly $375 a month.

The AKP is struggling to come 
up with a convincing response to 
the dilemma posed by the fanned 
interest into the corruption affair. 
Efforts by AKP politicians such as 
Kurtulmus to distance themselves 
from Zarrab are questionable from 
the party’s point of view because 
they do not match the theory put 
forward that says all allegations are 
lies and part of a coup attempt.

A decision by Gul to weigh in on 
the corruption issue has increased 
pressure on the AKP. Ahmet Sever, 
a long-time Gul adviser who has 
written a book revealing a rift be-
tween the former head of state and 
Erdogan, quoted Gul as saying he 
would have sent the four former 
AKP ministers to court for corrup-
tion if it had been in his power.

The AKP’s political rivals are 
working on plans to make sure that 
Erdogan’s party will not be able to 
sit out the storm over the corrup-
tion issue.

 The secularist Republican Peo-
ple’s Party (CHP), the second big-
gest bloc in the newly elected 
parliament behind the AKP, says 
it wants to restart efforts in parlia-
ment to put the former AKP minis-
ters on trial.

The corruption issue is also like-
ly to be part of forthcoming nego-
tiations between parties to form a 
new government. News reports say 
the AKP could try to put together 
a coalition either with the CHP or 
with the right-wing Nationalist 
Movement Party (MHP). But both 
the CHP and the MHP have vowed 
to clear up the corruption cases.
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A Republican People’s Party (CHP) MP holds a sign with a quote from the Prophet Mohammad, which 
reads: “Even if the thief is my daughter Fatima, I will punish her”, during a debate at the Turkish 
parliament.


