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Opinion

Confronting ISIS requires new strategy

M  

ultiple terror 
attacks hit three 
continents on 
June 26th. The 
bloody attacks 
took different 

forms: A suicide bombing in a 
Shia mosque in Kuwait; shooting 
of tourists at a beach resort in 
Tunis; decapitation of a French 
businessman by his Arab Muslim 
employee in Lyon, France.

The first two attacks were 
claimed by the Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS), a group that 
has its base in large parts of those 
countries and has inspired many 
extremists worldwide to join it 
and in some cases to break ranks 
with al-Qaeda and pay allegiance 
to it.

The third attack was clearly 
inspired by ISIS’s beheadings of 
hostages and prisoners, which the 
world grew accustomed to seeing 
on the internet sites of the terror-
ist group and news organisations. 
ISIS has turned execution into 
an art by broadcasting its various 
ways of killing its victims:  drown-
ing, shooting, burning alive, 
blowing up or beheading.

Tunisian President Beji Caid 
Essebsi made an honest declara-
tion after the brutal attack that 
claimed the lives of 38 beachgo-
ers, mostly European tourists, by 
saying his country stands helpless 
in front of the waves of terrorism.

France is one of the world’s 
great powers while Tunisia is a 
small third world country with 
limited resources. Yet both stood 
equally helpless in the face of 
modern-day terrorism.

The terrorist threat is no longer 
an ordinary security threat police 
are used to dealing with. Like 
the assailants in the June 26th 
attacks, many attackers nowadays 
are people without a known his-
tory of violence and have no track 
record of associating with terror 

groups.
The attackers in Tunis 

and France were de-
scribed as ordinary peo-
ple — Muslims believed 
to have been inspired 
by ISIS.

How can security peo-
ple deal with a threat 
that enters people’s 
minds through cyber-
space? It is impossible.

The ISIS appeal to young men 
has become a serious issue world-
wide and no longer confined to 
those who have served in the 

ranks of the group in Iraq and 
Syria. People who were living or-
dinary lives are being transformed 
into mass murderers and sadistic 
killers.

Security and intelligence agen-
cies are facing a tough challenge. 
They simply cannot watch every 
single Muslim living in or passing 
through their country. They just 
do not have the manpower and 
in some cases lack the necessary 
technology to do so.

Families and friends of the 
would-be terrorists are also hav-
ing a hard time coping with the 
new reality. Each of the attackers 
in Tunis and France was de-
scribed as a very ordinary person 
behaving normally just a day 
before the attacks.

In Kuwait, the bomber was 
a Saudi who had never left the 
country before or been suspected 
of affiliating with terrorist groups, 
according to Saudi and Kuwaiti 
security sources. However, he was 
known to be a reserved person 
with extremist ideas. 

ISIS apparently managed to 
reach and recruit him for the 
attack on the Shia mosque that 
killed 27 people.

Kuwaiti authorities have arrest-

ed the alleged driver who picked 
up the suicide bomber and took 
him to his target, and they have 
clamped down on random civil 
society groups raising funds for 
Syrian rebel fighters but also indi-
rectly providing cover to shadowy 
organisations associated with ISIS 
and other terrorist groups.

Tunis decided to close 80 
mosques where radical clerics 
were preaching fiery sermons that 
could make young people prone 
to ISIS propaganda.

However, the problem is much 
bigger than the sermons. There 
are dozens of television stations 
and websites reachable by people 
around the world that are caught 
up in the current sectarian war 
sweeping the Middle East, and all 
of them are spreading radicalism 
and inspiring violent extremism.

These various media outlets 
and communication tools are 
being used to poison the minds 

of young people and turn them 
into walking undetectable time 
bombs. 

Unless the international com-
munity puts in place a mecha-
nism to monitor and censor cyber 
agitators the world will likely lose 
the war on terrorism. 

The war on ISIS should not be 
allowed to drag on indefinitely. 
The strategy in fighting the group, 
which is laid out by the US-led 
international alliance, must be 
revised at once to bring about 
a quick and decisive victory 
without regards to the interests 
of some regional players who 
themselves have become victims 
of ISIS attacks.

The strategy calls for limited 
air campaign with the objective 
of weakening and degrading ISIS 
capabilities while building Iraqi 
military forces and training mod-
erate Syrian rebels to be capable 
of leading the land offensive to 
uproot the terrorists from Iraqi 
and Syrian territories.
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This is World War III

W e are at 
war; of that 
there is no 
doubt. In 
fact, we are 
in the 

midst of a world war; yet we fail 
to realise this because this war is 
unlike anything we have previ-
ously experienced.  And by “we” I 
mean all civilised nations that are 
either engaged or will become 
engaged in the fight against the 
group calling itself the Islamic 
State.

This war is different because it is 
being fought simultaneously not 
only on different fronts but on dif-
ferent planes.

First, the war against the Islamic 
State (ISIS) is being fought in a 

conventional manner but 
not entirely so. 

The difference in this 
war is that the front lines 
are fluid and the enemy 
is in multiple locations. 
There are overt and cov-
ert aspects to this war.

Second, this is an 
asymmetrical war being 
fought by principals but 

also by proxies, with parties chang-
ing side while the allegiance of 
others remains unclear.

Third, this is still very much a 
war against terrorism. On June 
26th terrorist attacks occurred in 
Tunisia, Kuwait and France. The 
Tunisia attack at a seaside resort 
left 38 dead and more than 40 
wounded, made hundreds of tour-
ists run for the airport, cancelling 
remaining holiday time, and in all 
certainty dampened the country’s 
tourism trade for the next two to 
five years.

The attack in Kuwait targeted 
a Shia mosque, killing more than 
two dozen people and will very 
likely aggravate community rela-
tions. In the attack in France one 
man was beheaded. 

And fourth, this war is also being 
fought on the world wide web, as 
the internet has become a valuable 
place where hearts and minds can 
be addressed and recruited. 

This type of four-pronged con-
flict has never before been expe-
rienced, and it is forcing conven-
tional armies to rethink how they 
approach conflict.

However, ISIS may have contrib-
uted directly to its eventual demise 
partially due to its arrogance and 
perhaps overconfidence.

With the establishment of the 
so-called caliphate, ISIS now has 
a return address — and that is its 

Achilles heel. Al-Qaeda was op-
posed to establishing the caliphate 
before the United States was 
defeated because its leaders knew 
the United States would intervene. 
ISIS chose to ignore that threat and 
ploughed ahead and is paying the 
price for it.

As for defeating ISIS, someone 
needs to take the lead and, as the 
remaining superpower, the job be-
falls on the United States, though 
this is unlikely to happen unless 
there is strong leadership in the 
White House, which is lacking.

Current political differences with 
Moscow need to be put on the back 
burner while the ISIS threat is ad-
dressed.  Let there be no doubt of 
the magnitude of the task ahead. 
The bloody events of June 26th 
showed that despite suffering a 
military setback with the loss of 
Tal Abyad to Kurdish forces, ISIS 
was still able to devote time and 

resources to carry out the Tunisia, 
Kuwait and France attacks.

These attacks raise many more 
questions than there are answers 
for. In an act of defiance ISIS had 
announced its intention to com-
mit terrorist acts during the holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Authorities were expecting 
attacks. Why did ISIS succeed? 
Unless authorities have advance 
knowledge of where and when 
something is planned, generic 
threats are hard to act upon.

Why were Tunisia and Kuwait 
targeted? Probably because they 
are the most liberal Arab countries 
in their respective region.

Tunisia is the only success story 
to emerge from the “Arab spring” 
disaster.  It is the antitheses of 
what ISIS stands for. And probably 
facilitating the focus on Tunisia is 
the fact that about 3,000 Tunisians 
have joined the ranks of the terror-
ist organisation.

Which raises more questions: 
Why? And how can the European 
Union and the United States help 
Tunisia?
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