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R
amadan has traditionally been celebrated by 
Muslims in the Arab world and beyond as a month 
of many bounties. The month-long fast is one of 
the pillars of the faith for the more than 1.6 billion 
Muslims around the globe. During Ramadan, the 
month in which the Quran was revealed to Prophet 
Mohammad, the faithful are exhorted to exercise 
self-restraint as they abstain from food and drink 

from the first light of dawn until sunset.

More than that, it is a special time of spiritual commitment 
during which believers are expected to devote themselves to 
religious worship and recitation of the Quran.

It is also a joyful season that helps strengthen the family fabric. 
Increasingly, it is the only time of year when Arab families can 
escape the pressures of modern life to gather and renew bonds.

But the majority of Muslims in the Arab world are consumed by 
anguish and uncertainty as this year’s Ramadan begins.

Muslim communities throughout the region are pitted against 
each other in seemingly endless sectarian strife, all in the name of 
rival interpretations of the faith.

Hundreds of thousands of innocent civilians in Syria and Iraq 
have been driven out of their homes by terror and war, and 
sectarian violence is destroying the lives of thousands more in 
Libya and Yemen.

Millions of confused youth suffering from joblessness, insecu-
rity and chaos wonder what the future will bring. They see little 
hope.

The nihilistic exploitation of the faith by extremists and the 
death and destruction being perpetrated under the banner of 
Islam are sources of pain for the overwhelming majority of 
Muslims, who watch helplessly as their religion of peace is 
hijacked by terrorists.

This year, Ramadan should be an occasion to promote anew the 
moderate interpretation of the faith that has taught Muslims for 
generations that this is a time of personal striving to do good 
deeds, to help the less fortunate and to avoid discord and malice. 
Ramadan is the month when peace and reconciliation are cher-
ished as quintessential values of Islam.

Violent extremists are trying to misuse key moments in Islamic 
history coinciding with the month of Ramadan as justification for 
terror and bloodshed and to confer legitimacy to their criminal 
attacks on innocent civilians. This distorted interpretation of 
Islamic history should be loudly challenged and rejected and its 
proponents vigorously denounced.

Despite the bloody efforts by extremists to exploit its true mean-
ing, Ramadan remains nonetheless a time of unity in Arab socie-
ties, even when they are divided by politics, social and economic 
fractures.

The bounties of Ramadan
Editorial
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Britain should encourage 
Europe to further engage 
Arab issues

A
t the time of writing, 
we await the vote 
that decides who will 
be chairman of the 
British Parliament’s 
Foreign Affairs Select 

Committee. One of the reasons I 
decided to stand to be the next 
chairman of the committee is the 
urgent need to scrutinise govern-
ment over our relations with the 
22 members of the Arab League.

Parliament needs to spend 
greater effort in questioning how 
our country’s relations with key 
Arab allies are focusing on 
attempts to take on the terrible 
threat emanating from the Islamic 

State (ISIS) both in Iraq 
and Libya.

We see in the region 
many other serious 
trouble spots, including 
the escalating war in 
Yemen and the terrible 
ongoing suffering 
engulfing Syria. Years on 
from the start of the civil 
war in Syria the death 

toll is believed to be at least 
210,060, nearly half of them 
civilians, but the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights has said the 
real figure is probably much 
higher.

This shows the real and vital 
importance of good foreign policy, 
as well as the need for nations to 
use all the levers open to them in 

an attempt to prevent other 
countries descending into 
violence.

The Arab nations are our 
immediate neighbours, and we 
need to engage much more 
effectively with our allies to 
ensure that we are working 
together and are seen to be 
working together by the people of 
the countries we represent.

The position of chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Select Committee 
is voted on by all members of 
Parliament — all 650 of them. I 
have spent the weeks after the 
general election highlighting to 
colleagues from all political 
parties my strong interest in the 
Arab world, sharing with them 
reports I have written during 
official parliamentary delegations 
to Mauritania, Saudi Arabia,  Iraq 
and Oman as well as the United 
Arab Emirates and other leading 
Arab states.

Certainly if I am elected chair-
man, I will discuss with the 
committee at the earliest opportu-
nity which reports we will want to 
undertake as a country and for the 
members to present to the 
government for its response.

The role of the Foreign Affairs 
Select Committee is extremely 
important as the government has 
a formal obligation to respond to 
Select Committee reports and 
enquiries.  As chairman, I would 
be seeking to encourage my 
colleagues on the committee to 
focus to a large degree on seeking 
to help our government resolve 
some of the ongoing tension and 
conflicts while at the same time 
ensuring we seek to maximise 
British mutual goodwill and trust 
between our country and the Arab 
world.

While Britain will not be able to 
act alone, it can lead and influence 
others to take a real interest in a 
vital region of the world. It is to 
the advantage of no one that the 
Middle East is in turmoil, and 
sadly things may get worse before 
they get better. But we must 
prevent the spread of ISIS and the 
cruel deaths it generates wherever 
its members or its ideas travel.

Daniel Kawczynski is a member 
of the British Parliament and 
represents the constituency of 
Shrewsbury and Atcham. He is the 
author of the book Seeking Gaddafi. 
Follow him on Twitter:
@kawczynskiMP.

Daniel Kawczynski, MP

It is to the advantage 
of no one that the 
Middle East is in 
turmoil


