
Mounir HarastaniOussama Romdhani

 Under the
 Banner of
the Eagle

P11

Issue 9, Year 1 w w w . t h e a r a b w e e k l y . c o mJune 12, 2015UK £2/ EU €2.50

 Syria’s
 Druze
minority

P5

Turkish voters block Erdogan’s ambitions
Istanbul

V 

oters in Turkey have 
ended more than 12 
years of one-party rule 
by the Justice and De-
velopment Party (AKP) 

and soundly rejected President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s plan for an 
executive presidency. The dramat-
ic setback for one of the most pow-
erful leaders in the region turned 
Turkish domestic politics upside 
down and is likely to have conse-
quences for Ankara’s relations with 
the rest of the Middle East.

Polls had predicted losses for the 
AKP in the June 7th parliamentary 
election but nothing on the scale of 
what became apparent on election 
night. Turkish news reports said 
AKP members, certain that their 
party would hang on to power, had 
begun discussing cabinet posts. 
When they saw what happened, 
their jaws dropped.

The AKP’s share of the popular 
vote crashed from just less than 
50% in 2011 to 40.9% this time. 
That leaves the AKP, which rose 
to power in November 2002, the 
strongest party but means it no 
longer controls a majority of seats 
in parliament: the number of AKP 
deputies melted from 328 four 
years ago to 258, almost 20 seats 
short of the number needed to 
form a majority government.

One reason for the AKP’s debacle 
was the success of the small Peo-
ples’ Democratic Party (HDP), Tur-
key’s main Kurdish party, which 
won 13.1% of the vote and 80 seats. 
The HDP scored big in its south-
eastern Anatolian heartland but 
also attracted support from non-
Kurdish in cities such as Istanbul, 
which wanted to stop Erdogan’s 

presidential plans.
The secularist Republican Peo-

ple’s Party (CHP), with just less 
than 25% of the vote, will have 

132 deputies, while the right-
wing Nationalist Movement Party 
(MHP) won 16.3% of the vote and 
80 seats.

Observers said Erdogan was 
in part responsible for the AKP’s 
losses because he had declared the 
election a referendum on his vi-
sion for an executive presidency. 
The plan, painted by opponents as 
a dictatorial power grab, motivated 
opposition voters. HDP leader Se-

lahattin Demirtas said the election 
result had, in effect, ended all talk 
about Erdogan’s project.

While the AKP was coming to 
terms with the new reality after 
the political earthquake, attention 
turned to the possible make-up of a 
new government to lead the coun-
try.

 Demirtas ruled out any HDP role 
in a government that included the 
AKP and said an alliance between 
the AKP and the CHP, the two big-
gest parties, should be explored 
first.

The formal process of forming 
a government is to start after the 
new parliament convenes in late 
June. If no solution can be found, 

Turkey could face a fresh election 
in the fall.

Meanwhile, the drubbing for the 
AKP may lead to an overhaul of 
Turkey’s foreign policy.

 Observers expect an end to what 
some call the AKP’s neo-Ottoman 
approach to the Middle East and a 
different Turkish stance on Syria. 

Support for the Muslim Brother-
hood, a cornerstone of the Islamist-
oriented AKP Middle East policy, 
could also be phased out once the 
new government is in place.

Thomas Seibert is an Arab Weekly 
contributor in Istanbul.
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Terrorists strike at Luxor

Tunis

M 

ilitants set off a bomb 
in a taxi near a tour-
ist site in Luxor, the 
second time in eight 
days jihadist groups 

targeted visitors at a historic loca-
tion in Egypt.

Two men -- both suspected assail-
ants -- died in the June 10th attack 
and four people, including two po-
lice officers, a civilian and a third al-
leged militant, were wounded.

Egyptian authorities said they 
were introducing new security 
measures to protect ancient sites. 
Karnak temple Director Moham-
med Abdel-Aziz said after the attack 
that the monument “is safe and un-
affected and visitors continue to ar-
rive”. In fact, four groups visited the 
site after the attack, officials said.

However, it was the third attack 
on a tourist attraction in North Afri-
ca in the last several months. Three 
assailants opened fire at the Bardo 
Museum March 18th in Tunis, kill-

ing 20 tourists and two Tunisians. 
On June 3rd, two policemen were 
killed at the Giza pyramids outside 
Cairo in a drive-by shooting.

Action by security personnel lim-
ited the toll at the June 10th inci-
dent at the ancient Karnak temple 
in Luxor, a site visited by millions 

each year, by searching a taxi. One 
of the men in the vehicle set off a 
bomb, killing himself. Two other 
men fired at police. One of them 
was killed.

There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility but Egypt has a his-
tory of Islamic militants targeting 

foreign tourists since the 1990s. The 
deadliest attack occurred in Luxor 
in November 1997, when militants 
attacked tourists at the 3,400-year-
old Hatshepsut temple, killing 58.

In 2005, bombs exploded in a ho-
tel at the Red Sea resort of Sharm 
el-Sheikh, killing 64 people, mainly 
tourists.

Last year, the main Sinai-based 
insurgent group, Ansar Beit al-
Maqdis, pledged allegiance to the 
Islamic State (ISIS). In Syria and 
Iraq, ISIS has destroyed archaeolog-
ical artefacts, deeming them “idola-
trous”.

The recent attacks on Luxor and 
Giza could mean a new focus by ji-
hadists. Mathieu Guidere, French 
strategic expert, said the aim of the 
jihadists is “to weaken the Egyptian 
economy by destroying the tourism 
industry” and to have “the maxi-
mum media impact”.

The Luxor attack comes as tour-
ism has been showing signs of re-
covery in Egypt. Before the 2011 
uprising that toppled the regime of 
Hosni Mubarak, tourism annually 
accounted for about 20% of Egypt’s 
foreign currency revenues and at-

tracted as many as 14.7 million tour-
ists.

After 2011, the number of tour-
ist arrivals dropped to 9.6 million. 
Tourists have slowly been returning 
and officials say tourism revenues 
rose to $4 billion in the first half of 
2015, compared to $1.9 billion in the 
same period in 2014.

Egyptian Tourism Minister 
Khaled Ramy said he expects the in-
dustry’s slow recovery to continue 
despite the attack. “Security forces 
were there. It’s a very important 
message to everyone,” he said.

Soumaya Sokkar is an Arab Weekly 
Tunisian-Egyptian writer. She is 
based in Tunis.
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Security heightened after incident as tourists are again at the site
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