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Europe must respond 
courageously to the 
problems of the Middle East

London

I 

n January 2011 British Con-
servative Party Member of 
Parliament Daniel Kawczynski 
visited Tunisia as part of an of-
ficial delegation. The country 

was about to make history.
“It was a very eerie atmosphere. 

The roads were all quiet and we 
sensed something was afoot. There 
was something not quite right, we 
had been kept away from people,” 
he said.

Three days later, Zine el-Abidine 
Ben Ali, Tunisia’s ruler for 23 years, 
stepped down and what became 
known as the “Arab spring” swept 
the region.

It was not the first time Kawczyn-
ski witnessed events that presaged 
seismic regional change. Britain’s 
first Polish-born member of parlia-
ment, Kawczynski witnessed the 
end of communist rule in his native 
country, an event that sparked the 
end of the Soviet Union.

“Poland became a free country in 
August 1989 and then you saw one 
by one all of the Central and East-
ern European countries falling like 

dominos,” Kawczynski said.
In the early days of the “Arab 

spring” uprisings, analysts were 
quick to draw parallels to those 
events in Eastern Europe. It was 
not to be.

“We saw great hope as the revolu-
tion spread to Egypt and Libya but 
unfortunately we see a situation 
now as is only too well known,” 
Kawczynski said. “Some countries 
are still fighting and Syria and oth-
ers are being taken over by radical 
terrorist organisations.”

In the face of these reversals, 
European leaders struggled to for-
mulate a united response, a failing 
for which Kawczynski says Europe 
will pay the price. He said, “History 
has taught us what happens if Eu-
rope is not united and does not re-
spond appropriately, courageously 
to problems in its neighbourhood.”

It is an area, argues Kawczynski, 
in which Britain can play a con-
structive role. The era of unilateral 
interventions, what Kawczynski re-
fers to as “gunboat diplomacy”, are 
over and Britain must use its diplo-
matic weight to build the consen-
sus necessary to help resolve the 
crises of the region.

“Britain is a permanent member 
of the UN Security Council. We are 
unique in having that extraordinary 
position… people will look to us to 
use that position in the UN to try to 
bring together countries within the 
region to try to resolve these prob-
lems,” said Kawczynski.

Libya is one area in which Kawc-
zynski says a lack of unity has come 
at a high price, something he said 

he intends to redress by standing to 
be chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Select Committee, the parliamen-
tary body with oversight of British 
foreign policy.

“We must not take our eye off the 
ball… as to what is happening in 
Libya,” he said, “because I see that 
as a massive threat not just to Euro-
pean but to global stability.”

Kawczynski describes Libya as “a 
perfect laboratory” for the Islamic 
State (ISIS), with the real prospect 
of Libyan oil wealth being used to 
propagate terrorism. Regional pow-
ers need to be encouraged to en-
gage to reach a solution to the po-
litical impasse that is allowing ISIS 
to expand.

“We cannot do it all by ourselves 
militarily but I think we ought to be 
working with neighbouring coun-
tries, quite powerful neighbouring 
countries such as Egypt, to try to 
take appropriate steps to destroy 
ISIS,” Kawczynski said. “They are 
causing untold misery and chaos 
within Libya.”

Once the necessary coalitions are 
formed to help start redressing the 
chaos in Libya, radical solutions 
may need to be considered. “I have 
said repeatedly here in the United 
Kingdom that almost every con-
ceivable attempt to bring peace to 
Libya has spectacularly failed and 
we need to start looking at blue sky, 
maybe controversial or unthinkable 
solutions,” he said.

One possibility could be a return 
to a pre-Qaddafi constitutional 
monarchy.

“I know Crown Prince Moham-

med, who lives in London. He and 
his family were expelled by [Muam-
mar] Qaddafi after the revolution. 
He is somebody who I know cares 
passionately about his country, 
[and] the Senussi family in Libya 
has a very deep-rooted respect 
from society,” Kawczynski said. 
“If we could have a constitutional 
monarchy to bring about some 
semblance of uniformity and bring-
ing the country together then that’s 
something I don’t think we ought to 
discount.”

Libya is divided into east and 
west with rival governments and 
parliaments. The Senussi fam-
ily has historically had much more 
support in eastern Libya, although 
there does not appear to be a popu-

lar clamour for a return of the mon-
arch. Improving the tense relation-
ship between Britain and Russia, 
says Kawczynski, is important for 
building coalitions to address re-
gional problems.

“I’m very concerned that some 
of the intemperate language that’s 
being used towards the Russians is 
ratcheting up tensions between the 
two countries,” he said. “I worry 
about that because we will need 
Russia’s help on the UN Security 
Council and we will need Russian 
cooperation and assistance to deal 
with Syria, Iraq and Libya.”

A European failure to form a unit-
ed approach that includes Russia 
and Middle Eastern powers, argues 
Kawczynski, will benefit nobody.

“As ISIS get more confident, so 
the situation for us will be increas-
ingly more difficult to leverage 
them out of these countries. That’s 
why concerted action needs to be 
implemented now,” Kawczynski 
said.
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T 

here is a rather cruel ru-
mour in the soulless cor-
ridors of power in the 
European Commission in 
Brussels that when Cath-

erine Ashton took the job as EU for-
eign policy chief in 2010, she called 
the Americans handling the Haiti 
earthquake crisis to see if she could 
jet in, for a “manufacturing con-
sent” media stunt.

But a US general told her “to be 
honest dear, you’d better not come. 
No one knows who you are and 
you’ll probably just get in the way”.

Ashton was seriously challenged 
when it came to being a super dip-
lomat. Bereft of apparent personal-
ity and unable to speak foreign lan-
guages, she bumbled through four 
years of trying to intervene on the 
world’s superpower problems but 
always came across as a provincial 
schoolteacher lost on a day trip to 
London.

But her appointment was a cun-
ning one by London. The EU think-
ing at the time in Brussels was 
“keep the Brits on board by giving 
them the heavyweight diplo post” 
while London was happy that there 
was never a danger of the European 
Union developing a foreign policy 

when the job was given to someone 
who was as about as charismatic as a 
pile of damp laundry.

Ashton was never meant to be 
part of any “solution” in the Middle 
East. And she knew it but has that 
idea changed with the appointment 
of Federica Mogherini?

Already she is leaving many won-
dering whether the European Un-
ion’s foreign policy show for the 
world’s media is destroying any lin-
gering hopes for peace between the 
Israelis and Palestinians.

An Arabist at heart, who is also 
sympathetic towards Russia and 
Iran, Mogherini got off to a disas-
trous start as she campaigned to 
raise the European Union’s profile 
by globally placing herself at the 
heart of Israel’s so-called two-state 
solution.

The farce of the European Union 

having any tangible, working for-
eign policy is dwarfed by the Israe-
lis, though fooling the world they 
want it, as they humoured Mogher-
ini recently during her visit.

Yet, few realise that the European 
Union is nowhere near part of the 
solution but very much part of the 
problem as its dithering and loosely 
veiled disdain for the Palestinians 
delivered Israeli Prime Minister Bin-
yamin Netanyahu a gift horse.

A little-known fact is that, before 
Mogherini’s appointment, the Euro-
pean Parliament was working hard 
on pushing the European Union to 
either outright ban Israeli goods in 
EU supermarkets or at least label 
Israeli products made in occupied 
Palestinian land.

Mogherini scrapped the plan al-
most as soon as she took office and 
flew to Israel with a bold new blue-

print of “diplomacy”. The move left 
many wondering if the plan was an 
egocentric stab at making herself 
centre stage. But with one stroke of 
the pen, Netanyahu won a monu-
mental victory. In the same week, he 
announced more illegal land grabs 
while Mogherini’s office couldn’t 
even fire out a news release con-
demning his action.

The European Union had a chance 
to leverage Israel on the land grabs 
and get them to stop — seen as es-
sential to the two-state solution 
moving forward.

But Mogherini foundered and 
May 20th her meeting with Netan-
yahu seemed contrite if not out-
right disingenuous. The European 
Union’s pitiful ambitions to glorify 
itself through geopolitical diploma-
cy and playing for the media have 
banged the last nail in the coffin of 
any peace process. Mogherini has 
actually tipped her hat to Netan-
yahu, giving him the OK to go ahead 
with whatever land theft he wishes 
or for a renewed act of mindless kill-
ing in Gaza.

As just as the European Union’s hi-
larious attempts to create a number 
of regional policy initiatives have 
fallen flat on their faces in the last 20 
years, the two-state solution plan of 
the European Union’s foreign policy 
firefly will soon burn out leaving the 
Palestinians once more in the dark 
as newly supplied US helicopters 
hover above their crumbled hovels.

Martin Jay is the Middle East 
correspondent for the United 
Kingdom’s Daily Mail based in 
Beirut plus the English language 
editor of the Lebanese daily An 
Nahar. Follow him on Twitter: @
MartinRJay.
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