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Conflicts trigger mass scale displacement         of populations in the Arab world 
Nearly 12 million Syrians have been displaced by conflict

Amman

I
nternational human rights 
watchdogs are sounding 
the alarm: Global wars have 
triggered the biggest forced 
civilian displacement since 

World War II.
The impact of such a tragedy is 

especially enormous for Arab coun-
tries, which have been engulfed in 
a wave of wars and uprisings. Aside 
from the human suffering, the 
displacement of millions of Arabs 
fleeing atrocities in their respective 
countries is poised to change the 
face of the Arab world.

A mass involuntary movement of 
populations “is a catalyst for politi-
cal, economic and social transfor-
mation“, said Jordanian political 
analyst Labib Kamhawi.

Politically, it “can lead to secu-
rity threats, primarily conflict spill-
over or terrorism” while socially it 
has a “dramatic effect on values, 
norms, traditions and cultures of 
societies through marriage and 
other forms of interaction”, Kam-
hawi told The Arab Weekly.

In its annual report on the state of 
human rights in 160 countries, the 
global human rights organisation 

Amnesty International warned 
there was an unprecedented 

uptick in human displace-
ment from the world’s 

battle zones from Syria 
to the Ukraine, top-

ping 50 million in 
2014.

“It is the great-
est human dis-

placement since 
World War II,” 

Amnesty cau-
tioned in its 
242-page 

chronicle 
released in 

late Feb-
ruary.

The 
Middle 

East’s human 
tragedy is worst in Syria. 

Out of Syria’s estimated pre-
war population of 23 million, 
nearly 12 million have either 

fled to neighbouring countries, 
or were forced to move once or 

multiple times from violent to 
less volatile areas in Syria, 
UNHCR noted.

The agency said the number 
of internally displaced Syrians at 

6.5 million, while regional gov-
ernments said they are sheltering 

an additional 5 million Syrians, in-
cluding 4 million registered with 
UNHCR.

Between 2008 and 2013, the 
number of refugees and internal-
ly displaced persons in the Arab 
world roughly doubled. This is 

partly due to the “Arab spring” 
that toppled four Arab leaders after 
2011 and subsequently unleashed 
sectarian violence by Sunni Mus-
lim militants who proclaimed a 
quasi-state in territory they seized 
in Syria and Iraq.

The Middle East and North Africa 
is now the main region of the ori-
gin of refugees worldwide and ac-
counts for almost 30% of the global 
population of internally displaced 
persons, according to Amnesty’s 
report.

Official Arab statistics show the 
vast majority of the displaced, in-
cluding an estimated 70% of Syrian 
refugees and 95% of internally dis-
placed people in Yemen, do not live A day in the life of Syrian children refugees
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